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P R E F A C E

Tn th is little  book I  have endeavoured to in terw eave 
w ith  description s o f the m ost p icturesq ue p a rts  o f the 

C a n terb u ry  P o rt H ills  some o f the M aori poetic le g ­

ends and h istorical trad itio n s w hich belong to the 
R ange, and  w hich  h ave not p rev io u sly  been 

reco rd ed . T h ese sto ries , I  hope, w ill  in v est w ith  a 

new  in terest fo r  m an y C a n terb u ry  pakchus the scenic 

beauties o f the P o rt H ills  now  opened up  from  end 

to end b y  the Sum m it R oad. H ere I  desire to record  
also, w ith  fee lin gs o f g ra titu d e, the nam e o f the 
p rin c ip a l n a rra to r  o f  the legends, M r. H one T a are  

T ikao, o f  R ap aki, a N g a i-T aliu  gentlem an whose 
uncom m only reten tive m em ory is a storehouse o f 

in fo rm ation  on local h isto ry  and w ho blends in 
h im self the g ifts  o f  the fo lk -lo rist and the gen eal­

ogist. Sotne o f the place-nam es w ere su p p lied  b y  
the late  M r. T . E . G reen (T am e K ir in i) ,  o f  T u a h iw i, 
K aiap oi, one o f the last good n ativ e  a u th orities on 

the ancien t h isto ry  o f  the plains.

F o r  the priceless g if t  o f  free  access to these grand  
tops o f the P o rt  R an ge the people are indebted  to 

the efforts and the g ifts  o f  a fe w  p u b lic  sp irited  
residents, b u t m ost o f a ll to the exertion s o f 

M r. H , G. E ll, w h ose en thusiasm , prescience 

o f vision, and singleness o f  purpose in  develop in g 

th e  S u m m it R o ad  a lo n g  th is  m ou n ta in  p a r k  h a v e  

p ro p e r ly  earned  him  the ad m iration  and the thanks



P R E F A C E

o f thousands o f his fe llow -citizen s w h o d a ily  l i f t  

u p  th e ir  ey es to  th e  H ills  an d  w h o  fin d  on th ose 

h ills  th e ir  p le asu re  a n d  th e ir  solace fo r  to w n -tire d  

b o d y  an d  b ra in . A n d  m a yb e i f  M r. E l l ’s n am e w ere  

bestowed, like T a m a te a ’s o f  old, upon one o f 

these m on u m en tal c ra g s  s till  u n ch risten ed , i t  w o u ld  

b u t f it t in g ly  p re se rv e  th e  m em ory o f a m an  w hose 

t it le  to  such  lo c a l h on ou r an d  fa m e is c e r ta in ly  

g rea te r  th an  th a t o f some o f  his foreru n n ers whose 

nam es th e lan d scap e  b ears.
J.C.
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Maori Folk-Tales of the Fort Hills

C h a p t e r  I.

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  R O C K S .

W ith  the open in g o f track s  a lon g the bold ran ge o f 
heights betw een the C a n terb u ry  P la in s  and  L ytte lto n  
H arbou r, and the acq uisition  o f new  reserves fo r  the 
pub lic, m a in ly  th rou gh  the efforts o f  one tireless 
w o rk e r, M r. IT. (i. E ll, C h ristch u rch  resid en ts 
are p erhaps coining to a m ore liv e ly  sense o f the v a lu e  
o f the P o rt H ills  as a place o f  genuin e recreation . 
T he Su m m it R oad  lias m ade c ity  people fre e  o f  the 
gran d est h illtop  pleasure p lace th a t a n y  N ew  Zealand 
c ity  possesses w ith in  easy  d istan ce o f its  streets, and 
the w orth o f this m oun tain  track, so easily  accessible 
and  com m anding so noble a look-out over sea and 
p la in s and  A lp s, w ill increase in  prop ortion  to the 
grow th  o f the C h ristch u rch  p o p u lation . T h e fr a g ­
m ents o f  the n ativ e  bush w hich  su rv iv e  in  the vn llcys 
w ill be o f  su rp assin g botanical in terest in 
another generation  or two, b u t the vegetatio n  o f the 
h ills  in e v ita b ly  w ill suffer m a n y  changes, and  an 
exotic grow th  w ill fo r  the m ost p a r t  rep lace th e 
ancien t trees. W ith  a ll the a lteratio n s w hich m a n ’s 
hand m ay m ake in  the reserves an d  a lo n g the p u b lic  
tracks, how ever, the m onum ental rock-b eau ty  w ill 
rem ain  the g rea t and  p e cu lia r  fea tu re  o f the hills, 
th e ir  m ost w on d erfu l and u n altera b le  g lo ry . T h e P o rt 
R an ge and the B a n k s  P en in su la  system  o f m ountains 
are indeed the m ost rem ark ab le  h eigh ts in  the whole 
o f the South Islan d , n ot excep tin g  the sn ow y A lp s ;
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there is n o th in g  like them  outside the n orth ern  v o l­
can ic regions, and  in  some aspects th e y  c a r r y  a g rea te r  
scientific and  scenic va lu e  th a n  even the crater-cones 
aroun d the c ity  o f A u c k la n d . W h a t the C a n terb u ry  
coast w ou ld  have been lik e  b u t fo r  the v a st vo lcan ic  
convulsions w hich form ed  these ran ges and  h uge 
cra ters is n ot d ifficu lt to im agine. I t  w ou ld  have been 
a u n ifo rm  b illia rd -ta b le  011 an enorm ous scale, v e ry  
g e n tly  slop in g to the sea, w ith  scarcely  a b reak b u t 
fo r  the snow  r iv ers  and  w ith  n ever a  usable n atural 
harb our. V o lca n ic  e n erg y  g a v e  us L y tte lto n  and 
A k a ro a  harbours, and  shaped fo r  u s also the ever- 
m arvellous h ills  th a t  are a t once a g r a te fu l r e lie f  to 
the eye from  the etern al evenness o f  the p la in s and 
a  h e a lth fu l p lace o f  p leasure fo r  our c ity  dw ellers.

T he passage o f u n to ld  ages has so little  altered  
these fire-m ade ran ges th a t b u ild  a p ictu re-like  r in g  
about L y tte lto n  H a rb o u r th a t th e ir  orig in  and  h isto ry  
are p la in ly  revealed  to the clim ber and  the Sum m it 
R o ad  stro lle r ; the s to ry  o f  the rocks can scarcely  be 
m istaken. G eologists from  the d a ys o f  von  I la a s t  
have w ritte n  m uch o f the L y tte lto n  and  A k a ro a  v o l­
can ic system s, and  in  tru th  it  is an ever-new  and 
ev er-fascin a tin g  su b ject. T h ere is h a rd ly  a m ore 
in terestin g  specim en o f vu lcan isin  in N ew  Z ealand, 
fo r  exam ple, th an  the stra n g e  w a ll o f grey-w h ite  la v a  
rock  w h ich  E u ro p ea n s ca ll th e G ia n t ’s C au sew ay  and 
the M aoris “ The F ir e  o f  T a m a te a ,”  w h ich  p rotru d es 
from  the h illto p  ju s t  above R a p a k i, and  w hich m ay 
be seen a ga in  on the fa r  side o f the h arb ou r, a 
vo lcan ic  d yke th a t  the a n cien t people— w ith  su re ly  
some percep tion  o f  geo logica l tru th — connected in 
th e ir  legen d s w ith  the in tern a l fires o f  the N orth  
Islan d . A lo n g  the c ra g g y  h ill faces again , an d  p a r ­
tic u la r ly  w ell in  such p laces as R edcliffs and  the 
Sum ner end o f the ran ge, it  is easy  to read  the h isto ry
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o f  the rocks in  the a ltern a te  s tra ta  o f  solid  volcanic 
rock and  (he soft ru b b le  th a t seems alm ost to glow  
a ga in  w ith  the olden fires. T h e m ost w o n d erfu l 
exam ple o f th is stratified  form ation  is the face o f the 
south head o f A k a ro a  H a rb o u r; b u t i t  is possible to 
s tu d y  sim ilar p ages in  the vo lcan ic  ch ap ter o f 
C a n te r b u r y ’s h isto ry  w ith o u t go in g m an y y a rd s  from  
the Su m m it R oad  an yw h ere from  the sea to the hills 
above the h arb ou r head.

T h e m ost p e rfe c t local exam ple o f an ancient; cra ter  
perhaps is one th a t does n ot seem to have a ttracted  
m uch atten tion  from  scientific w riters  and lecturers, 
and th is m ay be m entioned as a ty p e  o f the rem arkab le 
p laces w h ich  b u ild  up  the rom an tic  ruggedn ess and 
savagcn ess o f ou r h a rb o u r-p a lisa d in g  h ills . I t  is to 
be stu d ied  esp ecia lly  w ell from  the L ytte lto n - 
G o v ern o r ’s B a y  road. A b o v e C o rsair  B a y  and Cass 
B a y  there is a group o f bold ro ck y  peaks w hich, as 
the tra v e lle r  passes on w ard from  L y tte lto n , is seen 
to cu rv e  in w a rd  in  a h uge h a lf-cu p , open to the south, 
and dow n th is open side are strew n  the d isord erly  
rem ain s o f the old la v a  stream  w h ich  flow ed fro m  the 
core o f  the vo lcano and  w hich ran  ou t into the h arb ou r 
a t  Cass B a y  in  a tum bled b la ck  reef. I t  docs not 
req u ire  a g rea t effort o f  im agin ation  to recon stru ct 
th a t fire-cup as it  m ust have ap p eared  in  th e era 
w hen  the fa n ta stic  h ills  w ere s till in  the m a kin g  and 
shapin g. T h e M aoris, w ith  a q u ick  eye fo r  such 
sign ifican t to p o g rap h ical fea tu res, gave the p la ce  a 
nam e w h ich  blends h isto ry  w ith  legend, “ W h e k c ’s 
S leep in g  P la c e .”  Indeed, th a t stran ge hollow  in  the 
h ills  m igh t have m ade fit crad le  fo r  a F in n  M acC oul. 
L ik e  the crater-top ped  concs o f  the T am ak i Isthm us, 
i t  is s o ft ly  g r a s s e d ; a s tra y  nguio  is the one rem nant 
o f the bush th a t once covered the vo lcan ic  d e tr itu s; 
b u t the h u g e ly  ram p arted  and square-hew n rim  of
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the basin  stan ds in dom itable and un chan geable, u n ­
m istakable m em orial o f the active  vo lcan ic  age. Such  
bold cra gs are “ th e eyebrow s o f the h i l ls ” ; th e y  g ive  
w h at w ou ld  otherw ise be tam e lan dscapes d ig n ity  and 
force and w ildness, and  an exp lo ration  o f these fa s t­
nesses o f N a tu re  so n ear our doors, and  opened u p  b y  
the Su m m it R oad, is n ot m erely  p leasurable, b u t is 
fr u it fu l  in  an in te llig en t ap p reciatio n  o f the am azin g 
forces w hich  help ed  to m ould the lan d  in  w h ich  w e 
live.

A l l  a lo n g  th e  fire -fu sed  lin e  o f th ese S u m m it 
P ea ks from  the L ig h th o u se  to the Seven  Sleep ers 
a n d  b ey o n d  th e re  are a m a z in g ly  b o ld  b its  o f  ro ck  
and  c liff scen ery— a b ru p t escarpm ents lik e  huge 
red o u b t Avails, b e a rd e d  w ith  m o u n ta in  fla x , and 
f la k e y  fro m  th e a tta c k  o f ages o f  w in te r  fr o s ts ;  
s tr a ig h t  sm ooth c le a v a g e s  th a t  seem  a lm o st a r t i­
fic ia l, so sh a rp ly  a n d  fin e ly  are th e y  w o rk e d  b y  
N a tu re , th e g r e a t  s c u lp to r ;  ro u n d e d  b u ttresse s lik e  
enorm ous P in al's shorin g up  the m oun tain  sid e; 
c av es  h ere an d  th ere, old b u b b les in  th e m olten  
la v a , cav es  th a t  m ig h t h a v e  sh e ltered  som e can n ib al 
h ig h w a y m a n  in  th e d a y s  o f  sto n e c lu b  an d  faee- 
ta tto o ; s tra n g e ly  shapen p ro jectio n s o f the cliff- 
ed ge, som e re m in d fu l o f  an im al fo r m s; to m a h a w k  
fa ce s  o f  g r e y  sto rm -b eaten  r h y o lite  d ip p in g  dow n  
in to  th e green  arm s o f  th e l it t le  w o o d s w h ere  th e  
t u i ’ s r ic h  ech o in g  “ b in g -b o n g ”  an d  g u r g lin g  
c h u ck le  are  s t ill  h e a rd  in  th e sh a d y  d ep th s w h en  v
the bush fr u its  are rip e . H ere and there a little  
w a terco u rse , its  fo u n ta in -h ea d  w a te rs  d rip p in g  
s ile n tly  from  som e cool c re v ic e  in  th e ro ck s, a ll 
a rb o u red  o v er  b y  th e m a tte d  ro o fin g  o f  
kotu ku tu hu , tw is ty  an d  w itc h y  o f  b ran ch , and 
m ahoe an d  g lo ssy -g re en  karaka  o f  th e p le n te o u s 
fo lia ge. W a terco u rses th a t fit  the bold  m ountain
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p ic tu re s  a b o u t th e m ; d r y  in sum m er, th e y  conic 
d o w n  in  tu m u ltu o u s litt le  c a ta r a c ts  in tim e o f h e a v y  
ra in , p lu n g in g  o ver the p ile d  fra g m e n ts  o f  la v a  
ro ck s, and  fillin g  fo r  a d a y  or tw o  th e age-w o rn  
p o ck ets  an d  pools a n d  " p o t- h o le s ”  in  th e  w in d in g  
v a lle y s  a ll a rch ed  o ver w ith  th e  c lo se-g ro w in g  
l ig h t  tim b er. D eep  dow n  in  these tw is t in g  g u llies  
b elo w  th e s tr a ig h t  cu t lia rb o u r-fa c in g  c liffs , th ere 
lin g ers s till  a  certain  q u a lity  o f prim itiven ess and a 
su g g e stio n  o f th e  a n c ie n t a d v e n tu r e ; an  atm osp h ere 
s till in  k eep in g  w ith  the le g e n d ry  o f these I iil ls . 
H ere in  the leaf-th atch ed  hollow s o f T a u n g ah a ra  
or th e woven th ickets th a t b lan ket the p recip ice  
fro n ts  o f  th e S ev en  S leep ers s t ill  sh a ll y o u  h a ve  
in tim a te  g lim p ses o f  w ild  n a tu re . U p on the 
tu sso ck -sw a rd e d  m ou n tain s o f  th e  h a w k  an d  deep 
in  th e su d d en  v a lle y s  s till  m a y  y o u , th o u g h  so n ea r 
to th e C ity , b re a th e  th e m in d -refresh in g  fr a g ra n c e  
o f th e  g ra n d  out-of-doors, h o ld  h e a lth y  com m une 
w ith

‘ ‘ All the still-eyed Soul that broods 
In wide wind-whispering solitudes—
Each cloud chase chequering hill and plain—  
Moon-shadows— sunny silences—
Lone mists on fire in glens profound—
Old half-lit trunks of twisted trees 
And stealthy gleams in gloomy woods. ’ ’
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T H E  P O R T  H I L L S  A N D  T I I E I R  N A M E S .

I t  is the P o rt  H il ls ’ nom enclature, perhaps, th at 
c arries the m ost poetic suggestion s o f a n y  o f the 
C a n te rb u ry  place-nam es, and  here, perhaps, the 
d w ellers on the heights in  the d ays to come w hen a ll 
these P la in -w ard -lookin g slopes arc dotted  w ith  p re tty  
homes, w ill seek in sp iration  in  such leg en d ry  and 
h is to ry  o f  th e  so il as w c  o f  th e p rese n t g e n e ra tio n  
h a ve  p reserv ed . T h ere  are nam es o f  d ig n ity  and 
b e a u ty  c lu stered  abou t those old  la v a -b u ilt  c ra g s  
and ru in ed  to w e rs  and  to rs p a st w h ich  th e S u m m it 
R o ad  goes a  th o u san d  fe e t ab o v e  the c ity .

F in e st o f a ll is the M aori nam e o f C astle Rock, 
th a t fro m  one p o in t in  th e  lle a th c o te  V a lle y  lo o k s 
l ik e  a colossal h o w itze r  th re a te n in g  th e P la in s . T o  
th e o ld  M a o ris  i t  w a s T e  T ib i o K a h u k u ra , “ T h e 
C ita d e l o f  K a h u k u r a ,”  o th erw ise  “ T ho P in n a cle  o f 
th e  R a in b o w .”  T h e ex p la n a tio n  b rin g s  in a 
re fe re n ce  to th e re lig io n  o f the ta tto o e d  p a g a n  
p io n eers w h o e x p lo re d  those h ills  a n d  p la in s, and  
p lan ted  th eir palisaded ham lets b y  w eek-side and 
in  the sh e ltered  fo ld s  o f th e ran ges. K a h u k u r a —  
U enuku in  the N o rth  Is la n d — w as the p r in c ip a l d e ity  
fo r  w h a t  m a y  be te rm ed  e v e r y d a y  use am ong th e 
a n cien t N g a i-T a h u . H e w a s  tho s p ir it  gu ard ia n  
m ost fr e q u e n tly  in v o k e d  b y  th e tohungas, an d  lie 
w a s  a p p e ale d  to  fo r  a u g u rie s  and  om ens in  tim e o f 
w a r. E a c h  hapu  h ad  its  im ag e of K a h u k u ra , a 
sm all c a rv e d  Avoodcn figu re, w h ich  w a s k e p t in  
som e tapu  p la ce  rem ote from  th e d w e llin g s , o ften  
a secluded flax  clum p, or on a  h igh , stilt-leg gcd  
p la tfo r m  or w hata . T h e c e le s t ia l form  o f  K a h u k u r a  
w a s  th e r a in b o w ; l ite r a lly  th e  n am e m eana

7
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“ R e d  G a rm e n t.”  O m ens w ere  d ra w n  in  d a ys  o f 
w a r  fro m  th e  s itu a tio n  o f  th e  a re h  o f  th e  “ R e d  
G a rm en t”  w hen it  spanned the heavens. T h e nam e 
is som etim es a p p lied  to  th a t phenom enon o f d a ys o f 
m ist in  th e m oun tain s, th e “ su n -d o g ,”  fro m  w h ich  
a u g u rie s  w ere  d ra w n . So w h en  th e N a tiv e s  g a v e  
the term  to the C astle  R o ck  th e y  w ere c o n fe rr in g  
u pon  it  a  nam e o f h igh  tapu  b efittin g  its  bold  and 
com m an d in g ap p eara n ce.

A n d  th is  is n ot th e o n ly  H ills  nam e th a t  h o ld s a 
m em ory o f th e c u lt  o f  the R ain b o w -G o d . O n th e 
tu ss o c k y  slope w h e re  th e  tr a c k  goes o v er fro m  th e 
St. M a rtin s  tra m  term in u s to  th e  S u m m it R o ad  
ab ove R a p a k i, jo in in g  th e  h ill  t r a c k  n ea r  "W itch 
H ill, th e  tohungas  k e p t  in  a  sa cre d  p la ce  one o f  th e  
wooden figu res rep rese n tin g  K a h u k u ra , fo r  karakia, 
consultation  in  tim e o f need, and  th e spot 
b ecam e k n o w n  as “ T e  I r ik a  o K a h u k u r a ,”  o r “ T h e 
U p lift in g  o f the R ain b ow  G o d .”  In  tim e the nam e 
w a s  a p p lied  to th e C ash m ere H ills  g e n e ra lly . A n d  
th e lo f t y  S u g a r lo a f  p e a k  im m e d ia te ly  to  th e  n o rth  
o f D y e r ’s P ass, w a s  To H e ru  o K a h u k u ra , w h ic h  
b e in g  in te rp re te d , is “  K a h u k u r a ’s H e a d -C o m b .”  
So th e o ld en  fo lk  o c c a sio n a lly  d isp la y e d  a fine ta ste  
in  n a m e s ; an d  a lth o u g h  som e o f  those n am es m ay 
be a trifle  lo n g  fo r  pakeha  u se  i t  w o u ld  be w e ll  to 
sa v e  them  fro m  ob liv ion .

O to k ito k i— “ T h e P la c e  o f A x e s ” — is  th e n am e o f 
G o d le y  H ead , th e lo f t y  c lif f  u p o n  w h ic h  th e  l ig h t­
house s ta n d s ; its  e a r ly -d a y s  pakeha  nam e w a s 
C a c h a lo t H ead . W o r k in g  sou th  fro m  th e  l ig h t­
house w e p rese n tly  come to  the deep b a y  o f T e  A w a - 
p arah i, w here a little  fa rm stead  stan ds in  its  w ell- 
h idden  nest, betw een the lo w erin g  peaks. N earer 
L y tte lto n , ju s t  w h ere  th e Z ig z a g  R o ad  goes o v e r  
E v a n s  P a ss  to Sum ner, are th e  p rec ip ito u s
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T e Tihi o Kahukura. Castle Rock. C. Beken, photo
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su m m it ra c k s  o f T a p u w a e h a ru ru , “ T h e  R e ­
so u n d in g  F o o ts te p s ,”  a p la c c n a m e  m et w ith  
in  m ore th a n  one lo c a lity  in th e v o lc a n ic  
c o u n try  o f  th e  N orth- F a r  b elow  is the litt le  in ­
d en t o f T e A w a-toetoe, or ‘ “ Pam pas-grass stre a m ”  
n ear the a rtille r y  barracks. M ount P leasan t, w here a 
N gati-M am oe pa  once stood, w a s k n o w n  to  the 
M a o ris  as T a u h in u -K o ro k io , a com bin ation  o f  tw o  
nam es o f  sh ru b s com m on to the ran ges. P a ss in g  
C astle  R o c k — T e T ih i o Ivaliu ku ra —  ju s t  on the 
r ig h t  h a n d  or w e st as w e tra v e l to w a rd s D y e r ’s 
P ass, we have on the other hand T e M oenga o 
W h eke, or “ W h c k e ’s S leep in g  P la c e ”  and  Ota- 
ran u i, o r “ B ig  P e a k ,”  the tow erin g rough-hew n 
c re sts  o f  the R a n g e  lo o k in g  dow n on C ass B a y  an d  
ly in g  east o f  th e Su m m it T ra c k . T h en  com es W itc h  
H ill, w ith  “ T he A sh es o f T a m a te a ’s C am p F ir e ,”  
o f  w hich a legen d  later, and T e P olio  o T am atca , or 
“ T a m a te a ’s B r e a s t ,”  o v e rlo o k in g  the R a p a k i n a tiv e  
settlem en t.

O keteupoko, or, to d ivid e it  into its com ponent 
words, O-kete-upoko, is the M aori nam e o f the 
r o c k y  h e ig h ts  im m ed ia te ly  ab ove th e to w n  o f  L y t ­
te lton . I t  m eans “ T h e  P la c e  o f th e B a s k e t  o f 
H e a d s .”  A  su ffic ien tly  g rim  nam e th is, rem in d fu l 
o f  th e W h a n g a -r a u p o ’s red  a n d  can n ib al p a st, fo r  
th e h ea d s w ere  hum an  ones. W h e n  the olden 
w a rr io r  T e  R a n g i-w h a k a p u ta  set ou t to m ake th e 
shore o f th e R a u p o  H a rb o u r  h is ow n, he en cou n ­
te red  num erous p a rtie s  o f  N gati-M am oe, w h o  p u t 
u p  a lig h t fo r  th e ir  hom es an d  h u n tin g -gro u n d s. 
O ne o f  these p a rtie s  o f  the iangala-w hcm ta, th e 
people o f  th e hand, he m et in b a ttle  on th e r o c k y  
beach o f Ohinehou w here the w h ite  m a n ’s b reak­
w a te r s  and  w h a rv e s  n ow  stan d. H e w o rste d  them , 
and  the h ead s o f th e sla in  he and  h is fo llo w e rs
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hacked off w ith  th e ir  stone patus  and axes. Som e, 
those o f the ch ie f men, T e R an g i-w lia k ap u ta  p laced 
in  a  f la x  b a sk e t, and, b e a rin g  th em  u p  to  the 
c r a g g y  h ill-c re st th a t to w e re d  ab ove th e b ea ch , he 
set them  d ow n  on a lo f t y  p in n a cle , an  o ffe r in g  to 
h is go d  o f b a ttle s . T h ere  th e y  w ere  le ft , sa y  the 
M aoris, he kai mo te ra, mo te m anu— “ fo o d  fo r  th e 
sun an d  fo r  th e b ir d s .”  “ 0 ”  sign ifies “ th e p la ce  
o f ,”  “ k e te ”  b a s k e t  a n d  “ u p o k o ”  h ead , a n d  th u s 
w a s  th e p la ce  n am ed, to m em orise th e ta tto o ed  
b ro w n  co n q u ero r o f  o ld  an d  th e  a n c ie n t p eo p le  
w h om  h e dispossessed  on th e  sh ores o f  th e  "W hanga- 
raup o.

O rongom ai, a m elodious nam e w hen  p ro p e rly  p ro ­
nounced, is the old N ga i-T a h u  nam e o f  C ass P ea k , the 
rh yo lite  h eig h t w hich  l i f t s  1 7 8 0 ft . above the w aters o f 
G o v e rn o r ’s B a y , overlookin g the rem n an t o f  the 
an cien t fo re st a t K e n n e d y ’s B u sh . I t  m ean s “ T h e 
P la c e  W h e re  V o ice s  are H e a r d ,”  or, l ite r a lly , 
“ P la c e  o f S o u n d in g -h ith e rw a rd .”  T h e nam e has 
fitt in g ly  en ou gh  been  g iv e n  b y  M r. E ll  to 
the sto n e house fo r  v is ito rs  w h ic h  sta n d s u n d e r 
the ribbonw ood trees a t  th e head  o f th e  K e n n e d y ’s 
B u sh  V a lle y . T h e sto ry  is th a t w hen  T e  R an gi- 
w h a ka p u ta  and  h is  fo llow ers lan ded, in  th e ir  search 
fo r  the N gati-M am oe, a fte r  ta k in g  the p a  a t  O hinetahi, 
in  G o v ern o r ’s B a y , the scouts en tered  the bush, and 
a t the foo t o f  C ass P e a k  h eard  the voices o f  a p a r ty  
o f  m en in  th e  b u sh ; th ese m en  w e re  N gati-M am oe, 
w ho h ad  come across fro m  th e ir  p a  a t  M anuka, on 
the p la in s side o f  the ran ge. L e d  b y  the scouts— the 
torotoro— the in vad ers rushed upon  the N gati-M am oe 
some o f whom  th e y  k illed . The su rv iv o rs  fled over 
th e h ills  to  M an uka, a la rg e  pa  w h ich  i t  is  believed 
stood on a kn oll a t  the fo o t o f  the ran ge n ot fa r  from  
T a i T a p u . (M r. E ll, on b ein g  to ld  o f th is  tra d itio n ,
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sa id  th a t he believed the site  o f M a n u k a  w o u ld  be 
fo u n d  to he the sp u r r u n n in g  in to  an old sw am p 
upon  w h ich  M r. H o lm e s ’s hom estead  is b u ilt , on 
the old coach road  south o f L an sdow n c, and  about 
tw o  m iles fro m  T a i T a p u .) The M an u ka villa ge, 
a lth o u g h  a stron g d efen sive position, w as storm ed and 
taken  b y  T e  R an gi-w h akap u ta . In  th e v ic in ity , i t  is 
sa id  b y  the M aoris, th ere w as a shallow  cave u n d e r the 
ro ck y  h ills id e  w h ich  w as used b y  some of the N gati- 
Mamoo as a d w ellin g -p lace; i t  is know n  in  trad itio n  
as T e  P oh atu -w liakairo , or “ T h e C a rv e d  R o c k .”  No 
doubt i t  Avas so called  from  the n a tu ra l m a rk in g s 
som etim es seen on the faces o f  these o v erh an gin g  
rock  shelters, such as w ere used as d w e llin g  and 
cam ping-places in  m an y p a rts  o f the South  Isla n d  b y  
the an cien t people.

O hin etahi*  pa, defended  w ith  a p a lisad e o f sp lit 
tree-tru n ks and  w ith  d itch  and  p a rap et, stood n ear 
the shore a t the head  o f  G o v ern o r ’s B a y  tw o h un dred  
y e a rs  ago. A f t e r  the p lace h a d  been cap tu red  from  
th e N gati-M am oe b y  T e R a n g i-w h ak a p u ta , h is son 
M an u w h iri occupied  i t  w ith  a p a r ty  o f  N ga i-T aliu . 
T h is  c h ie f M a n u w h iri h ad  m a n y  sons, b u t o n ly  one 
d au gh ter, and  he n am ed his pa  a f te r  h is  so lita ry  
g ir l, “ T h e P la ce  o f  the One D a u g h te r .”  T he 
G o v ern o r ’s B a y  school n ow  occupies the spot w here 
th is lon g-van ished  stockaded h am let stood.

T he nam e o f C o o p er ’s K nobs, the h igh est o f  the 
th ree tooth-like crags lif t in g  a b ru p tly  above the head 
o f L y tte lto n  H a rb o u r to an  a ltitu d e  o f 1 8 8 0  feet, 
m em orises, lik e  so m an y others, an in cid en t o f the 
h ead -h u n tin g can n ib al days. A f t e r  the R angi- 
w h a ka p u ta  and his m erry  men had conquei’ed the 
various N gati-M am oe pas around the harbour, th ey

’•This nam e was adopted b y  the la te T . H. I ’otts  for his stone house a t  Governor’s 
B a y , d irectly  below Kennedy’s Bush.
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fo u n d  freq u e n t d iversion  in  h u n tin g  ou t stra y  
m em bers o f  the fu g it iv e  hapus  and  co n v ertin g  them 
to a u se fu l purpose th rou gh  the m edium  o f the oven. 
O fte n  th ere w ere bush skirm ishes, and  alth ou gh  the 
N gati-M am oe freq u e n tly  p u t up  a  good figh t, th ey  
u su a lly  got the w o rst o f  the encounter. M aw ete, the 
c h ie f o f  N gati-M am oe, and  a p a r ty  o f m en from  
M an uka pa  w ere on th e ir  w a y  across th e ran ge  to 
L y tte lto n  H a rb o u r to  fish fo r  sharks w hen  th e y  w ere 
am buscaded in  the bush ju s t  below  C o o p er ’s K n obs 
b y  a b an d  o f  N g a i-T a h u  w a rrio rs . T h e  N gati-M am oe 
c h ie f and  m ost o f  h is fo llow ers w ere k illed  in  the 
skirm ish th a t follow ed, w ith  the M aori w eapons o f 
w ood an d  stone, the sp ear, th e taiaha, and  th e sharp- 
edged p atu , and  th e ir  bodies w en t in to  the oven, fo r  
the M a o ri’s com m issariat in  th a t age w as the flesh o f 
his foem an. A n d  the M am oc le a d e r ’s nam e still 
c lin gs to  th a t w ild  c ra g g y  sp ot w here he m et h is death  
blow, fo r  the p eak  w h ich  the pakeha  has nam ed 
C o o p er’s K n obs w as called  b y  the N ga i-T ah u  con­
querors Om aw ete, m ean in g the p lace w h ere M aw ete 
fe ll.

B e y o n d  a g a in  are  th e  p e a k s  o f O tu h o k a i an d  T e 
T a ra  o T e R a k i-tia ia ; below  the h arb ou r head curves 
into the b a y  o f T e R ap u . N e x t as w e go  u p  to m eet 
the h ills  o f  B a n k s P en in su la  is the bold p recip ice  o f 
T e  P ari-m ataa , or “ O bsid ian  C lif f ,”  w ith  the great 
vo lcan ic  d yke o f O tarah ak a, and  then  our present 
p ilg rim a g e  ends, fo r  we are r ig h t  u n der the h u g ely  
parap eted  castle h ill  o f  T e  A hu -p atilci— M t. H e rb ert—  
w ith  its  level top, w here a lo fty  pa  o f  N gati-M am oe 
stood three cen turies ago.

T e  W h a k a-rau p o  is th e a n cien t nam e of P o r t  C ooper 
or L y tte lto n  H arb ou r. T h e nam e som etim es has been 
given  as T e  W aka-rau p o, w hich  m eans “ T h e Canoe 
o f R au p o r e e d s ,”  o th erw ise a r a f t  o r  m okihi o f  th e
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ty p e  so o ften  used 011 the S outh  Isla n d  riv ers. T his, 
how ever, is n ot correct. “ W h a k a ”  here is the N gai- 
T a lm  d ia le ctica l fo rm  o f  “ W h a n g a ,”  w h ich  is a 
h arb ou r or b ay, as in  W lia n g a ro a  and  W h a n g a n u i. 
W haka-rnupo, th erefore , m eans “ H a rb o u r o f the 
r a u p o r e e d .”  T h e tino  or ex a ct p lace from  w h ich  the 
h arb ou r takes th is nam e is G o v e rn o r ’s B a y , a t  the 
head o f w h ich  there w as a sw am p filled  w ith  a th ick  
and  h igh  grow th  o f these reeds. I t  w as here, at the 
head o f G o v e rn o r ’s B a y , th a t  the stockaded pa Ohine- 
ta lii sto od ; i t  w as occupied  b y  T e  R a n g i-w h a k a p u ta ’s  
son a fte r  the d isp ersa l o f  the N gati-M am oe trib e in 
these p a rts  m ore than  tw o h u n d red  y e a rs  ago.

C o rsair  B a y  and  C ass B a y , as the K au m a tu a  o f  
R a p a k i te lls  us, h a ve  M aori nam es w h ich  contain  a 
referen ce n ot on ly to the an cien t fo rests  w h ich  clothed 
the slopes o f  the P o r t  H ills  and descended to  the 
san d y beachside, b u t to  one o f the van ished  p ra ctices  
o f the n ativ e  people, fire-m aking b y  w ood-friction . 
C o rsa ir  B a y  w a s  n am ed b y  T e  R a n g i-w h a k a p u ta , 
M otu-kaiuati-iti, m ean in g “ L it t le  F ire -m a k in g  Tree- 
g ro v e ,”  and C ass B a y  w as M otu-kauati-rahi, or 
“ G reat F ire -m a k in g  T ree-g ro v e .”  T h e b ays w ere so 
designated  because on the shores and  the slopes above 
there w ere p le n tifu l th ick ets o f  the kaikomalco 
(p e n n an tia  corym b osa), the sm all tree in to  
w h ich  M ah uika, a P o lyn esia n  P rom etheus, th rew  
fire from  his finger-tips, so th a t  it  should n ot be 
extin gu ish ed  b y  M a u i’s deluge. A  m y th  w h ich  to th e  
M aori quite sa tis fa cto rily  accounts fo r  the readiness 
w ith  w hich fire can  be obtained from  the kaikomalco 
b y  the sim ple process o f  ta k in g  a d r y  b lock o f the 
w ood and ru b b in g  a  groove in  it  w ith  a stick  o f h a rd ­
wood— w ith , o f  course an  in ca n ta tio n  to g ive  m ore 
pow er to the elbow— u n til the d u st and  the shavings- 
become ign ited . T he kaikom ako  w ood is used as the-
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kauati, the piece w hich is ru b b ed ; the pointed rubb in g 
stick  w hich  the operator w orks to and fro  is the 
kaurim a. M otu  in  these tw o nam es is a  tree clum p or 
grove. T h ere are none o f the an cien t fire trees 011 
the hay shores n ow ad ays; the pakcha 's  pim ts insignis 
an d  cocksfoot grass have lon g sup plan ted  them.

R i-p a p a  is the fu ll and correct nam e o f R ip a  
Island, in L y tte lto n  H arbour. I t  is an h istoric and 
a p p ro p ria te  nam e, c a rry in g  one back to the ancient 
d a ys  w hen the brow n sailors hauled  th eir Ion" canoes 
up on its  litt le  shelving beach, l i i  m eans a rope, the 
p a in te r  o f flax  b y  w hich canoes were drugged up  on 
shore, and  papa  is a flat rock. R ip a p a  is a w hite 
m a n ’s fo rt these days, b u t centuries before a B ritish  
g u n  w as p lan ted  there it  w as a fortified  place, though 
the w eapons o f its garrison  w ould h a rd ly  c a r ry  as 
fa r  as those o f  the present coast defence force. T h e 
N gati-M am oe three hun dred  yea rs ago had a sm all 
v illa g e  011 th is ro ck y  islet, com m anding the harbour- 
g a te ; it w as defended w ith  a palisade. B u t  when 
the R an gi-w lm kaputa  conquered the inh ab itan ts o f 
T e  'W haka-raupo, he too k  the is lan d  and  n am ed it  
R ip a p a — its first nam e is forgotten — and he b u ilt 
a  pa  011 the sp ot w here the fo r t  o f  the pakeha  a r tille r y ­
m en now stands.

Q u ail Isla n d , the d a rk -c liffe d  isle  o f  th e lep ers, 
is know n b y  the M aoris as O tam ahua. H ere in  is  a 
referen ce  to  an era  when the island w as a b ird in g  
ground of the olden race. M an y sea-birds, g u lls  and 
puffins and divers, bred in the crann ies o f  its  fire- 
m ade ro ck y  shores, and the m ainland M aoris canoed 
across 011 fo w lin g  expeditions. The eggs (hua) o f the 
sea-fow l w ere esteemed delicacies, esp ecially  b y  the 
ch ild ren  ( tam ariki), w ho w ere fon d  o f ro astin g  them  
on th e ir  islan d  expeditions. M ann-huahua, or b ird s 
co o k ed  and  p re se rv e d  in  th e ir  ow n  fa t, and
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done u p  in  sea-kelp receptacles, as is th e  w a y  in  th e  
S tew a rt Is la n d  m utton -b ird  in d u stry  to-day, also 
form ed a la rg e  portion  o f  the n ativ e  su p p ly  o f  w in te r  
fo o d  in  th ese p a rts .

L o o k in g  o u t fro m  th e  P o rt  H ills  th e  o ld en  M a o ri 
w a y fa r e r  s u rv e y e d  th e fa r-sp re a d in g  P la in s  a n d  th e  
nam e h a n d e d  d o w n  fro m  th e d a y s  o f  th e  W a ita h a  
tr ib e , th e  fo re ru n n e rs  o f  th e  N ga ti-M a m o e, cam e to  
his l ip s :  “ N g a  P a k ih i W h a k a te k a te k a  a W a ita h a .” ' 
I t  is a  b a rb e d -w ire  fen ce , p erh ap s, to  th e  a v e ra g e  
pakeha, y e t  a b b re v ia te d  it  is n o t in a p p ro p ria te  as 
a P la in s  h o m estea d  n am e. I n  th e  lo n g  a g o , b e fo r e  
w a te r-ra ce s  an d  a rte s ia n  w ells , th e  tr a ils  a cross the 
P la in s  fro m  th e  W a im a k a r ir i  to th e  S e lw y n  and  
th e  S e lw y n  to  th e R a k a ia  an d  th e  A sh b u r to n  w e re  
w e a r y  a n d  th ir s ty  tr a c k s , fo r  th e re  w e re  v e r y  fe w  
sp rin g s  o f  d r in k in g  w a te r  an d  th e  M a o ri d is lik e d  
the w a ter o f  the cold g la c ia l torrents. So th e tired  
a n d  th ir s t in g  tra il-p a rtie s , s w a g g in g  i t  across th e  
w a stes  o f  tu sso ck  an d  ca b b a g e  trees, cam e to  ca ll 
th e  d is tr ic t  “ T h e  D e c e p tiv e  P la in s  o f  W a ita h a ,”  
fo r  th e y  d isc o v e re d  th a t  it  w a s  u n w ise  to  r e ly  upon  
sp rin g s  an d  strea m s on th e  lo n g  tram p . T h e y  m a d e  
w a te r-b a g s  o f seaw eed , th e  g r e a t  b u ll k e lp , w h ich  
th e y  s p lit  an d  m ade w a te r tig h t , a n d  th ese p oha  
h e n c e fo rth  b ecam e as n ece ssa ry  to  th e  k i t  o f  a 
tran s-“ P a k ih i”  tr a v e lle r  as a w ater-b ottle  is  to  th e  
so ld ier  in  th e fie ld  to-d ay.

' T h e  H e a th co te  R iv e r , w h ose n a tiv e  nam e h as been 
a b b re v ia te d  to  O p a w a , w a s  o r ig in a lly  th e  
O paaw aho, w hich  m eans “ T h e outer, or seaw ard , 
p a ,”  otherw ise “ A n  o u tp o st.”  A  tribe-section or 
hapu  o f  th e  N g a i-T a h u , a b o u t tw o  h u n d red  y e a rs  
a go , b u ilt  a v i l la g e  on th e  le f t  b a n k  o f th e  r iv e r , 
on a  sp ot s l ig h t ly  e le v a te d  ab ove th e  surroun din g- 
sw a m p y  c o u n tr y ;  th e  e x a c t  sp o t m ust h a v e  b een
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close to th e p rese n t O p a w a  R a ilw a y  S ta tio n . T h e 
nam e o f th e v il la g e  w a s  P o h o -a reare, or “ p ig eo n  
b r e a s te d ,”  a fte r  som e c h ie f  o f  th ose d a ys, a n d  it  
w a s  b ecau se o f its  situ a tio n , th e  o u term o st 
K a in g a  o f  th e P la in s  a n d  sw am p  d w ellers , com ­
m a n d in g  th e p a ssa g e  d o w n  th e  H e a th co te  to th e 
sea, th a t  th e r iv e r  b ecam e k n o w n  as th e  stream  o f 
“ T h e O u tp o s t.”  H e re  i t  m a y  be r e c a lle d  th a t  the 
hapus  Avho l iv e d  w h ere  C h ristch u rc h  C ity  n ow  
sta n d s w ere  g iv e n  a  n ick n a m e b y  th e  o u ter  tr ib e s  
a t K a ia p o i a n d  e lsew h ere. T h e y  w e r e  c a lle d  
“  O -R oto-R epo, ”  o r m ore b rie fly , “ O -R o to -re ’ , ”  
w h ic h  m eans “ In  th e  S w a m p ,”  o r th e  “ S w am p - 
D w e lle r s .”  T h e y  l iv e d  in  a m a rsh y  re g io n  w h ich  
h a d  its  com p en sation s in  th e w a y  o f a b u n d a n t food, 
fo r  th e sw am p s a n d  cre e k s  sw a rm e d  w ith  ee ls  and  
w ild  d u ck . T h e u p p e r  p a r t  o f  th e H e a th co te  w a s 
th e O -m okihi or “ T h e P la c e  o f F la x -S ta lk  R a f t s .”  
T h e tino  o f  the nam e, the p la c e . w here it had  its 
o rig in , w a s  an  a n c ie n t lag o o n -sw a m p  a t th e  fo o t  o f 
th e  C ash m ere H ills , w h ic h  th e  r iv e r  d ra in ed . 
A n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  H e a th co te  nam e is  W a i- 
M o kih i, o r “ F la x -s ta lk  R a f t  C r e e k .”  L o w e r  d ow n  
th e  H e ath co te , w h e re  th e  b ro a d  t id a l sh a llo w s are, 
th e  M a o ris  g a v e  th e  p la ce  an e q u a lly  a p p ro p ria te  
n a m e ; th e y  called  it  O -h ikap aru p aru , w h ich  m ay 
be tran slated  as “ T h e sp ot w here So-and-so fe ll 
in  the m u d ,”  or “ S tick-in -tlie-m u d ,”  w h ich  serves 
e q u a lly  w ell to-day. A b o u t R edcliffs, w here the tra m ­
lin e  passes rou n d  from  the broads and u n d er the great 
cave-riddled  la v a  p recip ice, th ere belongs a  ra th er 
b e a u tifu l nam e, R a e-K u ra , w h ich  is m ore m odern than  
m ost o f  the other N a tiv e  designation s. I t  m eans ‘ ‘ Red- 
g lo w in g  H e a d la n d .”  or, le t  u s say, “ R o sy  P o in t .”  

Im m e a su ra b ly  m ore a n c ie n t is R a p a n u i, w h ic h  
is  the nam e o f  S h a g  R ock, in  th e E s tu a r y ;  a  place-
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nam e tlia t could v e ry  w ell be a p p ro p ria ted  b y  some oil 
th e  n ea r-b y  resid en ts. I t  is a fa r-tr a v e lle d  nam e, 
fo r  it  w a s b ro u g h t b y  the first M aori im m igran ts 
fro m  H a w a ik i, ju s t  as our w h ite  se ttlers  b ro u g h t 
th e ir  C a n te rb u ry s  and Ile a th e o tc s  and  A v o n s  w ith  
them . W e  find it  on the m ap o f the P acific  some 
th o u san d s o f m iles a w a y ;  i t  is one o f th e N a tiv e  
n am es o f E a ste r  Isla n d , th a t stra n g e  re lic  o f a 
d ro w n e d  P o lyn esia n  lan d  in  E a ste rn  O ceania. A n d  
fu r th e r  ou t still, th e re  is T u a w e ra , th e C a v e  R o ck  
a t S u m n er, to  w h ich  b elo n gs a leg en d  o f  lo v e  and 
w iza rd ry  and revenge, to be n arrated  a t  another tim e, 
in  w h ich  the ch ief figures w ere a g ir l from  A k a ro a  
n am ed  H in e-ao o r  “ D a u g h te r  o f  the D a w n ,”  the 
c h ie f  T u ra k i-p o , o f  “ T h e O u tp o st”  v illa g e , and  T e 
A k e , th e  tohunga  o f A k a ro a .

U B R A R Y O f VICTilftU



C h a p t e r  III.

“ T H E  C R E S T  O P  T H E  R A I N B O W .”

T h e s a y in g  th a t th e  b est p la ce  to see th e  m oun­
ta in s  is fr o m  b elo w , n o t fro m  th e ir  sum m its, m a y  
p r o p e r ly  b e q u alified  in  its  a p p lic a tio n  to  o u r P o r t  
H ills  b y  th e  op inion  th a t th e fin est v ie w  o f th e 
c r a g g y  ra n g e  o f o ld  v o lc a n ic  u p ju ts  is th a t  to  be 
h a d  fro m  a  fe w  h u n d red  fe e t  b e lo w  th e ra n g e  
crest, on th e  L y t te lto n  H a r b o u r  side. R e a lly  to 
a p p re c ia te  th e  sp ec ia l a n d  p e c u lia r  b e a u ty  o f  the 
h ills , w ith  th e ir  n ip p le d  p e a k s  a n d  c ra g s  a n d  th e ir  
age-w eathered cliffs, one m ust tra v e l a lo n g the 
L y tte lto n -G o v e r n o r ’s B a y  ro a d  r a th e r  th a n  , v ie w  
the ran ge  from  the P la in s , w here the sm oothed and  
s e ttle d  r id g e s , l ik e  a  series o f  lo n g  w h a le b a c k s , g iv e  
lit t le  h in t o f  th e su d d en  r o c k y  w ild n e ss  o f  th e 
p recip ito u s d ip  to  the h arb ou r slopes. T h ere, on 
th e  w h ite  ro a d  th a t c u rv e s  a lo n g  th e  h ills id e s  w e ll 
a b o v e  th e w a te r s  o f  th e  W h a n g a -R a u p o , i t  is ea sy  
to  u n d e rsta n d  so m e th in g  o f th e  fie r y  h is to ry  o f 
th ese h ills , w h en  th e  h o llo w  th a t  n o w  is L y tte lto n  
H a rb o u r  w a s  one te rr ific  n est o f  v o lca n o es a n d  w h en  
th e  trem en d ou s fo rc e s  o f  con fin ed  steam  a n d  gases 
h u rled  w hole m ountain-tops sk y w a rd  and  help ed  to 
g iv e  savage shape to th e w a lls  o f  r liyo lite  rock  th a t 
sta n d  to -d a y  l it t le  a lte re d  b y  th e  p a ssa g e  o f  th e 
u n to ld  cen tu rie s o f  y e a rs . B e tte r  s till, t r u ly  to 
u n d e rsta n d  th is  m ost w o n d e r fu l p a r t  o f  C a n te r­
b u ry , one sh o u ld  m ake a tr a v e rse  o f  th e  u p p e r  p a rts  
o f th e  ea ste rn  d ip  b y  th e n ew  tr a c k s , tw o  o r th ree  
h u n d re d  fe e t  b e lo A V  th e  p in n a c le s  o f th e  r id g e . O ff

ROUND THE SUGARLOAF.
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the tr a c k s  i f  y o u  ca re  fo r  th e  ex erc ise  th e re  is ro ck - 
c lim b in g  in  p le n ty  and  th e re  are scra m b les u n d e r 
the low -grow in g trees and a lo n g steep faces h an gin g 
on to the flax  clum ps and the tough-branclied 
korom iko. A n d  at about th is level on the H ills  
side th e re  are asp ects o f  c ra g  scen ery , and  c ra g  an d  
w o o d la n d  com bin ed, th a t  are  a lto g e th e r  m issed  b y  
th e stro lle r  w h o k eep s to  th e b ea ten  tr a c k . O u r 
C h ristch u rch  a rtis ts  n eed n ot go fu r th e r  a w a y  th an  
the in n er d ip  o f  the ran ge , the b attered  rim  o f the 
a n cien t fire  cau ld ro n , fo r  im pression s o f b o ld  ro ck  
fa ce s  s tr a ig h t ly  g ra n d  an d  h on eycom b ed  w ith  
cu rio u s caves, an d  w itc h y -lo o k in g  w ea th e re d  old 
tr e e s ; p ic tu re s  th a t  a p p ro a ch  g ra n d e u r  w h en  the 
sto rm  clo u d s sw ir l ab ou t the tu sso ck -to p p ed  to rs o f  
K a h u k u ra , th e  R a in b o w  G od, g iv in g  th e d a rk  cores 
o f th e o lden  vo lca n o es an ad ded  h e ig h t an d  m y stery , 
o r  w h en  th e y  d r if t  s o f t ly  an d  m istily  fro m  th e 
deep g u llie s  b etw e en  the r id g e s  lik e  steam  m asses 
fro m  som e h id d en  geyser.

T he M itchell T ra ck  th a t w in ds a long n orth w ard  
betw een the tum b led  rocks and  am ong the h ill flax 
g ives the exp lo rer a sta rt on his traverse  from  
D y e r ’s P ass. I t  b egin s ju s t opposite the p ictu resq u e 
stone-built tea-house w ith  its  sw in gin g  s ig n ­
b oard  and  its  quain t in scrip tion s in  the saddle o f the 
P ass, and it  sp le n d id ly  opens u p  the seaw ard  fa ce  o f 
th e  S u g a r lo a f  w h ose ro u n d e d  sum m it l i f t s  d ire c t ly  
over u s yo n d e r m ore th an  1 ,6 0 0  fe e t  above the h arb ou r 
level. Im m ediate ly  below  us, in  the g u lly  th a t lon g 
ago  w a s a ch an n el fo r  la v a  flow , th e  r o c k y  d ep th s 
are so fte n e d  b y  th e fo lia g e  o f a fr a g m e n t o f  th e 
o lden  bush, a g reen  c o v e rin g  fo r  th e v fjlle y  floor. 
T h e v a lle y  is m ore a ttr a c t iv e  ou tside, fo r  alm ost 
e v e r y  v e stig e  o f  th e m oss an d  fe rn s  and  u n d erb ru sh  
h as d isa p p e a red  b efo re  g r a z in g  s to ck  and th e
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su d d en  to rre n ts  th a t  h a v e  p o u re d  d o w n  fro m  th e  
r id g e  to  m a ke th e l i t t le  sto rm -creek  flo w in g  in to  th e  
h a rb o u r  b esid e th e  g r a s s y  m oun d o f  P a -r a k ira k i. 
T h e lav a -b u ild ed , n o tch ed  a n d  c a v e rn e d  w a lls  o f  
th e  S u g a r lo a f  sh o ot u p  ab o v e  us ju s t  h ere lik e  a 
p a ra p e t, in  r e g u la r ly  m a rk e d  la y e r s ;  tu ft s  o f  fla x  
a n d  tu sso ck  a n d  w ir y  v e ro n ic a  b e a rd  th e  fa c e  o f  
th e  o ld  fire-cliffs. L o o k in g  b a c k  a t  th e P ass, ju s t  
b e fo re  w e  ro u n d  th e  firs t b en d  in  th e  r o c k y  tr a v e r s e , 
th e c lif f  m akes a te rr a c e d  h a lt  in  its  d escen t, and 
h ere on th is  tu sso ck -g ro w n  t in y  le v e l, b ro id e re d  
w ith  flax  bushes an d  th e ir  hon ey-sw eet korari 
b lossom s, th e re  is an  e y e -ta k in g  p ro sp e c t o f  the 
D y e r ’s P ass d ip  to the soft-blue su n lit h a rb o u r and 
o f th e b la c k  ro ck -fa ce s  an d  stro n g  fo ld s  o f  th e P o rt  
H ills  so u th w ard .

Im m e d ia te ly  so u th w a rd  o f  th e P a ss  ro a d  th e  lan d  
goes e a s ily  s w e llin g  u p  in to  M a r le y ’s H ill, a  l it t le  
h ig h e r  th a n  ou r S u g a r lo a f, a n d  n o w  a s to ry  o f  old- 
tim e e x p la in in g  th e  m ea n in g  o f th e M a o ri n am e o f 
th a t a i iy  sa d d le  com es to  m ind.

T h e  o r ig in a l nam e o f  th e r id g e  le a d in g  so u th w a rd  
fro m  D y e r ’s P ass, an d  in c lu d in g  M a r le y ’s H ill , s a y s  
H one T a a r e  T ik a o  o f R a p a k i, is O tu -T o h u -K ai, 
w h ic h  b e in g  tr a n s la te d  is “ T h e  P la c e  W h e re  th e  
P o o d  W a s  P o in te d  O u t .”  T h e  tr a d itio n  is th a t  
n e a r ly  tw o  cen tu rie s ago , w h e n  th e  N g a i-T a h u  from  
th e N o rth  conquered th is p a r t  o f  th e c o u n try  from  
th e  N gati-M a m o e, a  c h ie f  n am ed  W a ita i  ascen d ed  
th is  h e ig h t fro m  O h in eta h i (n o w  G o v e r n o r ’s B a y ) ,  
ta k in g  w ith  h im  M a n u w h ir i a n d  o th er o f  th e 
ch ild ren  o f the ch ie f T e  R a n g i-w h ak a p u ta  w ho had 
ta k e n  possession  o f  th e  h a rb o u r  shores, in  o rd er  to 
p o in t o u t to  th e m  th e  go od  th in g s  o f  th e  g r e a t 
P la in s . W a ita i  h a d  a lr e a d y  e x p lo re d  th e  c o u n try , 
an d  w a s  a b le  to  te ll  o f  its  w o rth  as a  hom e fo r  N g a i-  
T a h u .
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W h en  W a ita i and his com panions em erged from  
th e bush and topped the lo fty  round o f the range, 
he halted , and bade them  look out over the w ide, 
silen t cou n try. H e pointed to the reed y  lagoons 
an d  stream s th a t silvered  the flax  and  tussock 
desert, w here C h ristch u rch  C ity  and its  suburbs 
n ow  sp rea d  o u t le isu re ly  and  shade off in to  the 
r u ra l lands, and sa id : “ Y o n d er the w aters are th ick  
w ith  eels and lam p reys, and th e ir  m argin s w ith  
ducks and  other b ird s; in  the p la in s beyond there 
are  welcas fo r  the c a tch in g .”  T h e P la in s, as he 
showed them , w ere p le n tifu lly  studded w ith  the ti- 
palm , from  w hich  the su g a ry  kauru  could be 
obtained. Then, tu rn in g  in  the other d irection, ho 
sp o k e  o f th e fish-teem ing w a te rs  o f  th e 
h a rb o u r, w h ere  flounders, sh a rk , and  oth er 
Icai-matai-tai, “ fo o d  o f th e sa lt s e a ,”  w ere  to  bo 
h a d  in  abu n d an ce. S u ch  w ere the foo ds o f th is  
W a i-p o u n a m u ; an d  so good  seem ed th e lan d  to 
those conquistadors as th e y  stood there on the w in d y  
h e ig h t su r v e y in g  th e g re a t n ew  c o u n try  fa lle n  into  
th e ir  hands, th a t  th e y  d ecid ed  to  rem ain  in  so 
p ro m isin g  a p la c e ; and  i t  is th e ir  d escen d an ts w h o  
p e o p le  R ap a lri an d  oth er kaingas to-day.

N ow  w e tu rn  and, p assin g a ru gg ed  cornice in  
th e  la v a  w a ll, descen d  into  th e g u lly  to  exam in e fo r  
o u rse lv es  th e tree-co v erin g  o f o ld  K a h u k u r a ’s 
shoulders. T here is a th ick  grow th  o f flax  on the 
l it t le  te rra c e s  an d  steep slop es above th e b iish, and  
in  one p la ce  w e  fo rce  o u r w a y  th ro u g h  a r e g u la r  
ju n g le  o f  it, gro w in g  so th ic k ly  as alm ost to  
en courage the id ea  th a t a flax-m ill w o u ld  find 
p ro fita b le  business here. Som e o f th e  t a l l  
korari s ta lk s  are  w e ll  in  flo w er  an d  bees a rc  b u s y ;  
on others the lo n g  dark-sheathed buds are ju s t  
u n fo ld in g . F la x -flo w e r  h o n e y -w a te r  m a kes a
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p le a sa n t en ough d rin k , a n d  th e B o y  S c o u t ta ste s 
a n d  p ron ou n ces it  good. T h ere  is a p r e t ty  M a o ri 
lo ve-la m en t in  w h ic h  a g ir l  co m p ares h er so rro w in g  
s e lf  to  th is  blossom  o f th e f la x :

“ M y  ey es are  lik e  th e w in d -w a v e d  korari b lo s­
som s: w hen the breeze shakes the flow ers dow n fa ll  
the hon ey show ers: so flow  m y te a r s .”

A  litt le  lo w e r  a n d  w e are in  th e bush, ta k in g  care  
as Ave en ter i t  to g iv e  a w id e  b e rth  to  th e in s in u a tin g  
M a o ri n ettle , th e  ongaonga, w ith  its  u n h ea lth y - 
lookin g ligh t-co lou red  leaves covered w ith  a th ick  
g r o w th  o f fine spin es o r h a irs. T h e B o y  S co u t sid les 
w a r ily  p a st those bushes o f ongaonga when he is 
told  o f its  poisonous qualities, and o f an  e x p e ri­
ence th e n a r ra to r  h a d  w ith  i t  y e a rs  ago in  th e  K in g  
C o u n try  bush. A w a y  u p  yo n d e r, in  th e  O h u ra  
V a lle y , betw een the open lan d s o f the K in g  C o u n try  
a n d  T a ra n a k i, th e  ongaonga  g re w  in to  ta ll  shrubs, 
ten  or tw elve fe e t h igh , and  its  v iru len ce  a p p a re n tly  
w a s in p ro p o rtio n  to  its  g ro w th . A l l  o f  our 
e x p lo rin g  p a r ty  w ere  m ore or less b a d ly  s tu n g  and  
su ffe red  th e effe cts  fo r  a d a y  or tw o , b u t th e u n fo r ­
tu n a te  horses su ffe re d  m ost. T w o  o f th em  w e n t m ad 
w ith  th e poisonous stin gs, w h ich  sw elled  th e ir  sides 
and legs, and  a pack-horse a c tu a lly  drow ned itse lf 
b y  b o ltin g  into  a creek and  ly in g  dow n in  the w a ter  
in  its  d esp erate  n eed  o f ease fro m  th e p ain . R e a lly  
bad ongaonga stin gs provoke fev erish  sickn ess; and 
so i t  is  p r u d e n t to  m ake a d eto u r on th ese h ill 
slop es r a th e r  th a n  en co u n ter o v er-c lo se ly  even  these 
in s ig n ific a n t l it t le  specim ens. I f  y o u  are  on a 
steep, s lip p e ry  slop e an d  re a ch  ou t fo r  a h a n d ­
g rip , as l ik e ly  as n ot in stea d  o f a  fr ie n d ly  f la x  or 
tu sso ck  b u n ch  th e ongaonga  w ill  be th e re  w a it in g  
fo r  y o u  w ith  his d e v ilish  lit t le  s t in g in g  h a irs . A n d  
d o n ’t  a ttem p t to  a p p ly  to  o u r M a o ri L a n d  n e ttle  th e
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a m iab le  cou n sel o f  o ld  A a r o n  H ill th a t  w a s  g iv e n  
ou t to  u s in  our school d a y s :—

Tender handed stroke a ncftle 
And i t  stings you for your pains;
Grasp it  like a man of mettle,
And it  soft as silk remains.

D o n ’t, i f  y o u  va lu e  y o u r  skin, t r y  th a t on the 
ongaonga.

L o w e r  dow n , h o w e v er, th e w a y  is c le a r  o f  th is  
b u sh  p la g u e , an d  w e  fin d  o u rselv es  u n d e r  a sh a d y  
r o o f o f  th ic k  fo lia ge, w oven  o f  th e cool green  leaves 
o f  th e  b ro a d le a f, a  sm a ll p uka, th e  m ahoe an d  
kow hai an d  o th er m in o r tre e s  o f  th e  M a o ri b u sh  
Avith m u ch  o f th e kotu ku tu ku , th e  n a tiv e  fu c h sia , 
n o w  com e in to  flow er, w ith  its  m asses o f  s len d er 
pendulous blossom  g iv in g  prom ise o f  abu n d an t 
k on in i b e rrie s  fo r  th e  b ird s. (L ik e  s e v e ra l o th er 
N e w  Z e a la n d  tre e s  th e  f r u it  o f  th e  k o tu k u tu k u  is 
g iv e n  a d iffe r e n t n am e fro m  th e  p la n t  its e lf .)  T h e 
g r a c e fu l la c e b a rk  o r  rib b o n w o o d , too , is h ere in  
p le n ty ;  th e re  are  som e b e a u tifu l sp ecim en s on th ese 
h ills  an d  slopes, a n d  fin e st o f  a ll  p e rh a p s  is  th e 
g ra n d  o ld  hou i th a t  o v ersh ad e s th e  l it t le  M a o ri 
C h u rc h  a t  R a p a k i. A k a  v in e s  in te r la c e  th e  close- 
g r o w in g  trees  an d  hero a n d  th e re  p re se n t ta n g lin g  
o b stacles to  a p a ssa g e  a lo n g  th e g u lly  sides. T h e  
p la ce  la c k s  th e  so ftn e ss  o f  m oss a n d  fe r n  u n d e rfo o t 
to  w h ic h  w e  are  accu sto m ed  in  th e  r e a l b u s h ; n e v e r­
th e le ss  it  has so m e th in g  o f  th e a tm o sp h ere o f  th e  
o ld en  fo re st w ild ;  g r a te fu l  b u sh  scen ts  a re  in  our 
n o strils , th e le a f-c o v e r in g  is close, th o u g h  th e tre e s  
a re  n o t ta ll, an d  th e tw is t in g  c h a r a c te r  o f  g r o w th  
and  the m a ttin g  o f creepers h elp  to  m ake com pact 
th e  te n ta g e  o f green.

M a k in g  n orth -east w ith  th e  g e n e ra l c u rv e  o f th e 
S u g a r lo a f  slop es w e  le a v e  th e  firs t  bush  p a tc h  and,
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b re a s t in g  an oth er w ild  g a rd en  o f flax , w ith  here 
a n d  th e re  a cab b ag e-tree  sw ee ten in g  th e a ir  w ith  
its  cream y flowers, discover a deep tren d  to the 
n o rth -w est in to  th e  m ain  v a lle y . H ere, u n d e r  a 
ste ep -to  u p lif t  o f  th e a n cien t ign eou s ro ck , c u rv in g
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The old Maori Church at Rapaki.

•out ab ove our h eads in  sa v a g e  corn ices a n d  ru d e  
attem p ts a t gargoyles, w e look dow n u pon  a  p ic tu re  
o f  su rp ris in g  beauty, one o f  the m an y surprises 
fo ld e d  in  am ong th ese P o r t  H ills.

On th is  side o f th e  H e ru -o -K a h u k u ra  th e r a n g e  is 
■deeply b itte n  in to  b y  a cup-shaped  v a lle y , w ith  one
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side o f th e  cup, th a t  fa c in g  th e  h arb ou r, cu t a w a y  
fo r  th e  p a ssa g e  o f th e  o ld  la v a  stream s and now  
th e  r a in y  season w a terco u rse s. T h e in sid e o f  th e  
va lley , too, is g iven  the sem blance o f a fa n  b y  the 
n um erous c o n v e r g in g  tr ib u ta r y  gu llies , sep a ra te d  
b y  g ra ssy  an d  fla x -g ro w n  r id g es. T h ere  are  p e rh a p s 
h a lf  a d ozen  o f these su b s id ia ry  v a lle y s , an d  each 
one is fille d  w ith  a sw ee t g reen  m ass o f  l ig h t  bush 
sim ilar  to th a t  b eh in d  us. T h e h ig h e r  th e  litt le  
v a lle y s , too, th e m ore bush  th e re  is ;  th e  g u lly  
bottom s are h id d en  e v e ry w h e re  w ith  m a n y  tin te d  
fo lia g e , a ta lle r  tre e  h ere a n d  th e re  p r o tr u d in g  its  
h ea d  ab ove its  fe llo w s, an d  th ese rem n a n ts o f  th e 
an cien t fo rest clim b to the v e ry  p a rap ets  o f d a rk  
an d . g r e y  r o c k  th a t  seem  to  fo rm  th e m ain  d e fe n c e s  
o f  K a h u k u r a ’s c ita d e l. T h e c u rv in g  lin es co n v erg e , 
the sh o u ld e rin g  r id g e s  f a l l  a w a y  as th e n o w  d ry  
w atercourses blend into  one h un dreds o f fe e t  below  
the r o c k y  e lb o w  o f  ours.

I t  is p e rh a p s h a lf  a m ile across th e m a in  g u lly  
an d  w e fix  a course fo r  th e  S u m m it tr a c k  on th e 
r id g e  n o rth w a rd s  an d  str ik e  d o w n  th ro u g h  th e  
bush. H e re  in th e sh a d o w y  d ep th s th e re  is som e 
b ird  l i f e ;  th e t r i l l  o f  th e riroriro, th e  l i t t le  g r e y  
w a rb ler, is alm ost constant, and  an occasional fa n - 
ta il  flits  a b o u t u s ; b u t th e th ru sh  is m ore n u m ero u s 
th a n  a n y  n a tiv e  b ird . W h e n  th e  bush b ird -fo o d s 
a re  r ip e  th e tu i  som etim es p a y s  th is  v a l le y  a v is it  
fro m  la r g e r  w o o d la n d  tr a c k s . T h ere  is  a 
cu rio u s Avildness in  th e v a l le y  b otto m  u n d e r  th e  
thicknesses o f' th e b ro a d lea f and the mahoe a n d  
k o tu k u tu k u ; it  ‘ is h a lf-d a rk  in  th e  d ee p est p a rt, 
and  g r e a t  ro ck s  lie  h u rle d  abou t, fire-born  and 
w a ter-w o rn . T h e floods th a t som etim es te a r  dow n  
h a v e  w o rn  p ot-holes h ere an d  th ere, an d  th e re  
a rc  sh a llo w  c a v e s  o b scu red  b y  ta n g le s  o f  ro o ts  a n d
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c o ilin g  stem s. T h e re  is a ve n e ra b le  kotukutiilcu, a 
w iz a r d  o f a  tre e , its  w h ite n e d  b a r k  h a n g in g  in  
s tr ip s  l ik e  s h a g g y  b its  o f  b ea rd , its  t r u n k  a ll 
knotted  and  tw isted , sta n d in g  sen try  a t th e en tran ce 
to  a  l i t t le  d u s k y  c a v e r n ;  its  m issh ap en  b ra n ch es, 
s to rm -b a ttered , go  se a rch in g  a ro u n d  th e  b ro k e n  to p  
o f  th e b la ck  and  g r e y  rock. O th er o f  th e trees 
ta k e  g o b lin -lik e  shapes, an d  stre tch  out th e ir  b are 
ro o ts  an d  fe e le rs , u n so fte n ed  b y  c a r p e t  o f  m oss or 
fe rn s , to  tr ip  th e  in tru d e r  in to  th e ir  d im  so litu d es. 
I t  is  b u t  a  l i t t le  b it  o f  a  w ood, th is  bush  in  the 
g u lly ,  b u t  its  a lo o fn ess a n d  so lita rin ess  a re  m ade 
com plete b y  the close-grow in g h a b it o f  the sm all 
tim b er and  th e  g re a t tossed-about rocks th at 
h elp  to  sec lu d e  it. Toiara  o f  som e size, w e 
ob serve, once g r e w  h e r e ; th e re  is  th e  ta ll,  sm ooth 
b a r r e l o f  a  tre e  n o w  d ead. In  th e  n e x t  m a in  g u lly  
to the n o rth w ard , the T a u n g a h a ra  bush, on the 
N a tiv e  reserve, th ere is  a t lea st one fine totara, and 
som e b ig  fe llo w s  w e re  c u t  d o w n  th e re  n o t so v e r y  
lo n g  a g o  b y  th e  R a p a k i p eo p le  fo r  fe n c in g  posts.

A s  w e m ake u p w ards, w ith  care ev a d in g  the 
d ia b o lic a l ongaonga  th a t  h a u n ts th e  bush o u tsk irts , 
w e  str ik e  a  steep fa ce , w ith  here an d  th ere a 
d r ip p in g  o f  w a te r  g lis te n in g  on th e  m oss-crusted  
r o c k  a n d  on th e  l it t le  fla x  a n d  koromilco p la n ts  th a t 
root them selves in  t in y  crevices. T o  ga in  th e grad ed  
a n d  fo rm e d  tr a c k  a g a in , w e  sw a rm  u p  th e  fifty -fo o t 
c liff, w ith  lcoromiko an d  aha a n d  fla x  fo r  h a n d -grip s. 
A b o v e  th e re  is  a  ju n g le  o f  korom iho, a  v e ro n ic a  
w hich h ere assum es sub-alpin e habit, and w eaves 
a  w ire  en ta n g lem en t, fo r tu n a te ly  m inus th e  b arb s—  
th e  tataram oa  or b u sh -la w y e r  in  th e  th ic k e t  b elo w  
su p p lie s  those in  p le n ty . T h e b u tte  h ere is  top p ed  
b y  a rock  fo rm atio n  so re g u la r  an d  resem bling 
a  ru in ed  fo r tif ic a tio n  th a t  th e  B o y  S c o u t op in es i t
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w o u ld  be a sp len d id  p la ce  fo r  a fig lit, an d  c e r ta in ly  
th e  o ld  sh a tte re d  to r  o f th e  fire-kin gs, w ith  its  
copses o f  w ire-branched Icoromiko and it.s th ick  
flax-clu m p s, su g g ests  its e lf  as a first-rate  n a tu ra l 
red o u b t, w h ere  a fe w  riflem en  m ig h t h old  out 
a m o n g  th e ir  ro ck s and  sh ru b b y  c o v e r  a g a in s t  a 
sco re  o f  tim es th e ir  num ber.

T h e lit t le  bush 011 e ith er h an d  h ere ru n s alm ost 
to  th e r id g e  top, and  w e com e su d d en ly  o u t o f  th e  
korom iko  th ic k e t 011 to  th e g re a t cave-w o rn  
r a m p a rts  a n d  h a v e  a c le a r  tr a c k  to  th e  S u m m it 
R o a d  a ga in . T h e p ic tu re  from  the b re ezy  r id g e  is 
w o r th  th e  w a rm  scram b le up th ro u g h  th e m a tted  
b it  o f  w o o d la n d . T h e lo n g  sm ooth ro lls  o f  h ills  go 
dow n to  the P la in s  on the one h a n d ; on the other 
th e  h a rb o u r an d  b eyo n d  the clou d -b elted  h e ig h ts  o f 
th e  P en in su la . A  m isty  sh o w er is sw ee p in g  o ver 
th e  fa r  in d ig o  h ills , an d  a ra in b o w  shin es out, 
g r a n d ly  sp an n in g  a secto r o f  th e P en in su la , fro m  
th e b a c k  o f P u ra u  to th e ocean. A n d  as w e tu rn  
s o u th w a rd  the th o u g h t com es, o b serv in g  th e ev e n ly  
s y m m e trica l rou n d -sw ecp  o f th e S u g a r lo a f  sum m it 
fro m  h ere, th a t  th e  M aoris  o f  old-tim e, w h o, lik e  
th e  a n cien t In cas saw  in  the rain bow  the person i­
fication  o f a  d eity , m ay v e ry  w ell have ca u g h t from  
th e  p e a k ’s like n e ss to th e iris  areh  th e p o etic  fa n c y  
th a t  in d u ced  them  to  nam e it  T c  H e ru -o -K a h u k u ra , 
‘ ‘ T h e  C om b (or cre st) o f  the R a in b o w  G o d .”

B y  w a y  o f th e easy  re tu rn  tr a il, w e w o r k  b a c k  
sou th w ard  u n der the u p p er cliffs. O u t n ear the 
P ass  th e  c ra n n icd  w a lls  o f  o ld  K a h u k u ra  echo to 
th e  vo ice s  o f  a p a r ty  o f  g ir ls , a b o ta n y  c la ss  fro m  
th e  c ity . T h e in s tru c to r  is im p ro v in g  th e h a lf-h o li­
d a y  w ith  a  p r a c tic a l ta lk  011 th e n a tiv e  flora, an d  
tw e n ty  n oteb ooks are  ou t an d  p e n cils  b u sy .
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“ T li is .”  an n oun ces th e m en tor as th e class 
c lu ste rs  rou n d , “ is a v e r y  p e c u lia r  p la n t, U r tic a
fe ro x , so c a lle d  b ecau se------ ”

“ W o w ! ”  in te rru p ts  one o f th e ea rn est lea rn ers, 
as she stoops to  ru b  a p lu m p  a n kle. “ I t  stin g s  
like  b illy -o h !”  She has m ade the acq uain tan ce o f 
th e tru c u le n t ongaonga.

Jog on, jo g  on, the footpath w ay,*
And m errily lient the stile-a;
A  merry heart goes all the day,
Your gad heart tires in a mile-a.

— Shakespeare.

♦Carved above the porch of the Summit Road Rest House on Dyer’s Pass.



C h a p t e r  IV.

R A P A K I : A  V I L L A G E  B Y  T H E  S E A .

In  the little  M aori kainga  o f R ap aki, folded a w a y  iu 
a v a lle y -fa n  o f L y tte lto n  harbour-side, there is a tin y, 
steep-roofed church, o f  old-fashioned build, and b y 
the side o f this church stands a tw isty-b ran ched  old 
ribbonw ood tree, th at in  sum m er showers over porch 
an d  steeple its  sweet, sn ow y blossoms, scented like the 
oran ge tree. On the low erm ost bough o f th is kn otty  
ribbonw ood, the houhi, or houi, o f the N atives, th at 
stood here b efore the church w as built- over f if ty  
y e a rs  ago, h an gs the bell th a t calls the rem nan t o f 
N ga ti-Irak eh u  to w o rsh ip ; and it is th is sy lva n  b e lfry  
th a t sym bolises fo r  me the in term in glin g  o f m odernism  
and a n cien try  in  the R a p a k i o f to-day. L ike the other 
hapus  o f  the N gai-T ah u  tribe, the N gati-Irakolm  and 
th e ir  k in  are now  h a lf-paJceha in  b lo o d ; th ey have 
in term a rried  w ith  th eir E u rop ean  neighbours, and 
th e ir  little  tow nship, w ith  its s ix ty  odd souls, is 
s c a r c e ly  to be ta k e n  a t  first s ig h t fo r  a M aori s e ttle ­
m ent. T h e com m unal house, o f ch aracteristic  N ative  
b uild , w ith  its  carved  fro n ta l barge-boards and its 
gargoyle-like  telcoteko perched above the entrance, 
fa m ilia r  to tra v e lle rs  in  th e N a tiv e  d is tr ic ts  o f the 
N orth , is w a n tin g  h e r e ; b u t a  su rve y  o f the v illa g e  
scheme, w ith  its tree-shaded cottages group ed  sociably 
abou t the cen tra l green  space, and the hall and school- 
house and church, soon m akes it  p la in  th a t here stood 
an old-tim e M aori kainga, o f to tara  slabs and raup o 
th atch , w ith  m aybe a ta ll stockade g u a rd in g  its la n d ­
w a rd  side and stretch in g  from  c liff  to c liff o f  the little  
boulder-bcached b ay. T h e p la n  is th e sam e; the 
b u ild in gs have changed, fo r  R a p a k i to-day b elieves in
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san itation  and m odern com forts. H ere and  th ere a 
M aori tree, like  our ribbonw ood yon der, and  a ta tte re d  
clum p o f lig h t bush in  th e gu llies  or on a rocky cliff- 
top, to rem ind u s o f  the d ifferen t se ttin g  w hen R a p a k i

E. Cowan, photo
The church bell a t R apaki, suspended from historic ribbonwood tree.

w as tu m u ltu o u s w ith  w ild  M aori l i fe ;  w hen tattooed 
N ga i-T ah u  w ere in  fig h tin g  flower, and w hen dense 
and  b e a u tifu l fo rest covered the fee t and shoulders o f 
a ll those d a rk  vo lcan ic  crags and  tors l i f t in g  above us
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there lik e  so m any ru in ed  castles battered  b y the 
a r tille r y  fire o f the gods. A  rem nant, a m orchu, now  
are tr ib e  and  fo re st; a like th e y  have d w in d led  to a 
sh ad ow ; “ as the woods arc sw ept a w a y ,”  says the 
M aori, “ so sh a ll the people va n ish .”  T he y o u n g  
people are  so A n g lic ise d  th a t th ey  use the pakclia  
tongue ch ie fly ; the older ones on ly c lin g  to  M aori 
am ong them selves. Y e t  a b rave little  rem nant, w ith  
a  fig h tin g  h ea rt w o rth y  o f th e ir  w a rrio r  a n c e s tr y ; fo r  
o f  these descendants o f  ficrcc o ld  R a n giw h n kap u ta  
an d  W h e k e  e v e r y  e lig ib le  y o u n g  m an w en t to th e  
G rea t W a r, an d  som e sa lted  w ith  th e ir  bones th e  
w o r ld ’s g r e a te s t b attle fie ld s. (N o K ip lin g  m on op o ly  
in  th e p h ra s e : “ B u r y  me h e r e ,”  said  o ld  M a jo r  
P o k ih a , o f  th e A r a w a , a  f ig h tin g  c h ie f o f  th e la s t 
ge n e ra tio n — “ b u ry  me h ere as sa lt fo r  th e lan d s o f  
m y h e ro e s” ). O n e-eigh th  o f th e  p o p u la tio n  o f litt le  
R a p a k i v o lu n ta r ily  en listed . T h e w ell-p lu c k e d  
N ga ti-Irak eh u  and th e ir  kinsm en have title  to sa y , 
as N elso n  sa id  o f o ld  o f h is f ig h tin g  sailors, “ W e  are  
fe w , b u t  th e  r ig h t  sort. ’ ’

T h e K a um atua  o f  R ap aki, the pleasant-m annered 
k in d ly  greyb eard , I lo n e  T a are  T ikao, a  gentlem an  o f  
tru e  rangalira  b reed in g and dem eanour, is th e best 
in fo rm ed  m an o f his tribe-rem n an t on the P en in su la  
and  P o rt H ills  h isto ry  and legends and genealogical 
recita ls— whalcapapa in  the M aori tongue. T ikao  w as 
b o m  a t A k a ro a  over seven ty  ye a rs  ago. H e  is o f  the 
N ga ti-Irak eh u  liapu  o f  the N ga i-T ah u  tribe, and he is 
descended b y  several lines fro m  T e R a n g iw h a ka p u ta  
and  other o f  the w a rrio r  ch iefs who w rested  the 
W h a n g a-ra u p o  and the W lm nga-roo— A k a -ro a  is the 
m odernised contraction — from  th e d u sk y  m en o f  
Ngati-M arnoe. F ro m  h is p aren ts an d  from  P a o ra  T a k i, 
a p ictu resq u e o ld  rangalira  w ho once w as N a tiv e  
assessor a t R a p a k i, and  k in d re d  peop le  o f  th e
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generation  t-liat has gone, he learn ed  the h istory  
an d  leg en d s o f th ese p a rts .

T he old m an te lls  us first how  th is v illa g e  cam e to 
be nam ed R a p a k i— n ot R a n p ak i, as it  is erroneously 
sp elled  on the m aps. T h e fu ll  nam e o f the p la ce  is 
T e R ap aki-a-T e R a n g i-w h ak a p u ta  w h ich  m eans “ the 
w aist-m at o f  T e R a n g i-w h a k a p u ta ,”  and  to it, 
obviously, th ere h an gs a sto ry, w h ich  w hen to ld  leads 
011 to  the trad itio n  o f the conquest o f th is  d istr ict 
from  the N gati-M am oe a little  over tw o cen turies 
ago. T h e R a n g i-w h a k a p u ta ’s nam e in  these p a rts  is 
associated w ith  H om eric exp lo its w ith  the w eapons o f 
old. T h is long-gone tattooed  hero w as the H ecto r o f 
th e  W h a k a -ra u p o , a n d  th is  w ell-h id d e n  v a l le y  
c u rv in g  dow n from  the cra gs w as the sp ot w here he 
settled  aw hile w hen the harbour-side fig h tin g  w as 
done. H e w as one o f the n orth ern  in vad ers, a k in s­
m an and co n tem p o rary  o f M old, T u -rakau -tah i, and 
other b aresark  w a rrio rs o f the end o f the seventeenth 
cen tu ry . On the beach below  the p resen t v illa g e  he 
le ft  his w aist-garm en t, a k ilt  o f  flax  or toi leaves, 
p ro b a b ly  in  connection w ith  the a ct o f  tapa-m g  the 
p la ce  as his possession, an d  from  th e fa c t  o f th is 
rapaki, w hich w ould be a tapu  one, b ein g  cast there 
the place received  its nam e. T e R a n g i-W h a k a p u ta ’s 
nam e has been tran slated  as “ D a y  o f D a r in g ,”  or 
‘ ‘ D a y  o f E n e r g y . ’ ’ I t  su ited  th is en terp ris in g  w arrior, 
w ho is described b y  his descendant T a are  T ikao  as a 
g rea t toa or brave. H e w as indeed a  fine figu re o f  a 
m an, n ea rer seven fe e t th an  six  fee t h igh , i t  is said, 
v e ry  p o w erfu l, and a m ost sk ilfu l m an in  the use o f 
the taiaha, the M aori broadsw ord  o f hard  tough 
akeake, and the sp ear and  the stone mere. A ll  these 
h arb ou r-fron t v illa g e s  and  cam p in g-groun ds he c a p ­
tu red  from  the N gati-M am oe who, as T ik ao  says, w ere 
the fo u rth  iw i— race or tr ib e— to occu p y the South
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Is la n d ; th e  firs t people w ere th e  H a w ea , th e second 
th e  R a p u w a i, the th ird  th e W a ita h a  and  the fo u rth  the 
N gati-M am oe, w hom  th e N g a i-T a h u  dispossessed, in  
th e ir  tu rn  to  be su p p lan ted  b y  the w liite-sldns w ith  
th e ir  b ags o f  go ld  sovereign s and  th e ir  land-sale deeds.

A n d  th is H om eric figu re o f tw o  cen turies ago, g rea t 
o f  sta tu re  and  te rrib le  in  figh t, h ad  a  son whose nam e 
is sca rc e ly  less fam ou s in  th e little -w ritte n  trad itio n s 
o f  th e conquest o f  the W lian ga-R au p o. H is  nam e w as 
W heke, w h ich  m eans “ O cto p u s,”  an d  like  h is  fa th e r  
he sp read  te rro r  am ong the N gati-M am oe. W ith  his 
Avar p a rties  he scoured a ll these ran ges and  track ed  the 
fr ig h te n e d  fu g itiv e s  in to  th e ir  m ost secret v a lley s  and 
caves. O ne o f  h is  cam p in g-gro u n d s on a  w a r  ex p ed i­
tion  w as y o n  fo rt-lik e  n est o f  b asa lt tow ers an d  u p ju ts  
ab ove C ass B a y , overlookin g ou r L y tte lto n  ro a d ; he 
slep t one n ig h t n ea r the sum m it o f one o f these crags, 
a w ild  h a rd  cam p in g place, and  it  is still know n as 
*1 Te-M oenga-o-W heke ”  or “  W h e k e ’s B ed . ’ ’ A n d  over 
the d oorw ay o f th e la rg e  m eetin g h a ll in  the v illa g e  o f 
R a p a k i y o ii w ill  see the nam e o f W h e ke p ain ted , in  
m em ory o f  a  b row n  hero whose bones have been dust 
these tw o h u n d red  yea rs.*

■''The f o l lo w in g  n o te  d e s c r ib in g  th e  o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e s e  lo c a l i t ie s  
a f t e r  th e  fir s t  c o n flic t  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  g r e a t  t r ib e s  o f  th e  S o u th  
I s la n d  w a s  w r it t e n  b y  M r. T . E .  G r e e n  (T a m e  K i r i n i )  o f  T u a h iw i,  
K a ia p o i,  w h o  d ie d  in  1 9 1 7 ,  a n d  w h o  w a s  an  a u th o r ity  o n  th e  
h is t o r y  o f  h is  m o th e r ’ s c la n : —

“ T h e  N g a ti-M a m o e  w e r e  s u b d u e d  b y  th e  N g a i-T u h a ita r a  s e c tio n  
o f  th e  N g a i* T a h u  t r ib e  u n d e r  M o ld , a n  a c c o u n t  o f  w h o s e  e x p e d it io n  
i s  g iv e n  in  C a n o n  J . W . S t a c k ’ s c o n tr ib u t io n  to  “ T a le s  o f  B a n k s  
P e n in s u la .”  T e  R a k i  ( o r  R a n g i)  -w h a k a p u ta  w a s  o f  th e  N g a t i- K u r ii  
s e c t io n  o f  th e  t r ib e ;  N g a t i- K u r i i  c a r r ie d  th e ir  c o n q u e s t  n o  fu r th e r  
s o u th  th a n  K a ik o u r a . F ro m  th e r e  s o u th w a r d  is  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f 
N g a i-T u h a i- ta r a .  T h e  s e c o n d  d a u g h te r  o f  T e  R a k iw h a k a p u ta  w a s  th e  
w i f e  o f  T u - R a k a u ta h i,  th e  f o u n d e r  o f  IC a ia p o i P a ,  so  T e  R a k i­
w h a k a p u ta  cam e to  K a ia p o i  a f t e r  th e  s e tt le m e n t  o f th e  N g a i- 

T u h a ita r a ,  h e re  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  o th e r  N g a t i- K u r ii  c h ie f ta in s ,  n a m e ly , 
M a k o , T e  R u a h ik ih ik i  a n d  o th e r s , a n d  d w e lt  in  th e  v i c in i t y  o f  
K a ia p o i  f o r  so m e t im e . T h e r e  i s  a  s p o t o n  th e  e a s te r n  b a n k  o f th e  
'W h a k a h u m e  ( th e  C a m ), a b o u t  h a l f  a  m ile  fro m  th e  K a ia p o i  W o o lle n  
M ills , n a m e d  T e  P a  o T e  R a k iw h a k a p u ta .  S o m e o c c u r r e n c e  th e re  
■enraged P a r a k io r e ,  y o u n g e s t  so n  o f  T u - R a k a u ta h i a n d  g ra n d s o n  o f 
T e  R a k iw h a k a p u ta ,  a n d  h e d e c la r e d  th a t  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  no in te r lo p e r  
in  h is  m id s t, r e fe r r in g  to  h is  g r a n d fa th e r  T e  R a k iw h a k a p u ta ,  ( to
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W h en  first I  w en t round the h igh  bend in  the 
harbour-side road from  L ytte lto n  and saw  R ap aki 
v illa g e  a-slum ber in  the afternoon  sun below, a ll in  
its  green  and gold o f groves and flowers, gra ssy  fields 
la p p e d  abou t it  in  so ft folds, the sea com ing up in 
gen tle  b reath in gs a t the foot o f the little  cliffs, and 
the gra n d  old crags above, w ith  one huge taiaha-head 
o f  a  p eak  lo rd in g  it sen try-w ise over all, I  thought 
th a t fo r  b ea u ty  o f settin g  v e ry  few  M aori Icaingas even 
in  the rom an tic buslilands and h igh lan ds o f the N orth  
Is la n d  w ere peers o f this ham let o f the N gai-T ahu, 
alm ost jo stled  off the m ap b y  the crow din g hordes 
o f  the pakcha. D ow n the bend into the hollow, w here 
the gh ost o f  a m ountain  stream  goes tin k lin g  through 
the little  g u lly , and the towns th a t are so n ear seem 
a  hu n d red  m iles aw ay. T he m at-kilted conquistador o f 
o ld  w ho gave his nam e to the place had an eye fo r  a 
secure, w ell-h idden  site fo r  his pa. l i e  could scarcely  
h ave chosen a spot m ore snug about these savage 
P o rt H ills. T he d om inatin g tors and m arl in e-spikes 
o f  fire-born rock  and the g re a t up-sw ell o f lan d  011 a ll 
sides b u t the sea w a rd  off the cold w inds. L o ftie s t o f 
a ll and  n earest is that tow erin g .spear-head T e  Polio-o-

•whom, f o r  b r e v i ty ,  I  Khali n o w  re fe r  b y  11is s h o r t  n in n o T e  H aiti) a n d  
M a k o  (M a n g o )  w h o  w a s  m a rr ie d  to h is  a u n t (T o  l t a k i ' s  e ld e s t  
d a u g h t e r ) .  A s  a  r e s u lt  o f  th is  a t t itu d e  o f  li is  son , T u - l la k a u ta h i  
s a id  to  T e  R a id ,  ‘Y o u  m u s t go  o u t  to  th e  A V h a ka -ra u p o ( L y t te lto n  
H a r b o u r ) ;  th e re  a r e  s h a r k s  th e r e  fo r  u s  tw o . '  M a k o  h e  s e n t to  
L i t t le  R iv e r ,  to  W a ir e w a , s a y in g :  'Y o n d e r  a re  e e ls  fo r  u s  tw o . '  T o  
T e  R u a h ik ih ik i  lie  s a id , *Go to  T a u in u tu  ( a t  L a k o  E l l e s m e r e ) ; 
th o re  a r e  p a t ik i  ( f lo u n d e rs )  fo r  u s  tw o  t h e r e . ' K ir i-M a h in a h in a  h e 
s e n t  o u t  to  P a a n a u :  ‘ G o y o n d e r  a n d  c a tc h  h a p u k u  f o r  u s .'

“ N o w  th is  is  w h a t  th o  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t io n  l iv in g  a t  th e s e  p la c e s  
o b je c t  to , th e  id e a  th a t  th e ir  a n c e s to r s  w e r e  s e n t  th e r e  to  p r o c u r e  
fo o d  s u p p lie s  f o r  K a ia p o i.  A s  M o ld , th o  y o u n g e r  b r o th e r  o f T u  
lla k a u t a h i ,  h e a d e d  th o  N g a i-T u h a ita r a  c la n  w h o  c o n q u e re d  th o  
P e n in s u la ,  y o u  w i l l  r e a d ily  p e r c e iv e  t h a t  no c h ie f  w o u ld  d e l ib e r a te ly  
go  a n d  s e tt le  o n  th e  te r r i to r y  o f a n o th e r, a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  o n e  so 
p o w e r fu l  a s  T u - lta k a u ta h i ,  w ith o u t  h is  p e rm is s io n — w h ic h  in  th is  
c a s e  w a s  g iv e n — an d  w ith o u t  tr ib u te  b e in g  p a id  a n n u a lly  fo r  tlio 
p r iv i le g e .  T h is  w a s  s t r ic t ly  c a r r ie d  o u t b y  th em  u n t il  th o  a d v e n t  
o f  th e  pakeha,8 . O f co u rse  K a ia p o i  g a v e  th em  Jcauru g e n e r a lly  in  
re tu r n , m e r e ly  in  M a o ri e t iq u e t te ;  som e a r c  n o w  t r y in g  to  m a k o  o u t 
t h a t  th e  k a u r u  ( th e  s u g a r  e x t r a c t  o f  th e  tii, o r  c a b b a g e  tr e e )  w a s  
th e  p a y m e n t f o r  th e ir  f is h ."



4G TA LES OP T H E  PORT H IL L S

T am atea, a d a rk  g re y  tr ia n g le  o f rh yo lite , th ru stin g  its 
naked  a p ex  in to  the w arm  sk y  a thousand fe e t  and 
m ore above the groves and  d w ellin gs o f  T ik a o ’s people. 
I t  looks w h a t it  is, the m oun tain  g u ard ia n  o f R a p a k i; 
its  presence, g r im ly  g ra n d  on d a rk  lo w erin g  d a ys when 
the m ists tr a il about it  and giv e  it  added  Ii e ight and 
dourness, is no less overp ow erin g in  the n ig h t, w hen  it 
leans over the deep-cut v a lle y  o f dream s, a huge 
ru gged  b lad e o f b lackn ess etched a g a in st the sky. A n d  
even  in  this d a y  o f sunshine, w hen  ev e ry  cave and 
cra n n y  in  the Poho-o-Tam atea w ere searched b y  the 
golden lig h t and  w hen  the m y ste ry  o f  its  fie ry  b irth  
stood revealed , the g rea t spear-rock still seem ed a place 
o f  eeriness and  tapu.

T h a t old ribbonw ood tree th a t quite overshadow s 
the lit t le  R a p a k i ch u rch  h o ld s m em ories o f  the,, 
va n ish ed  fo rests  th a t  once c lo th ed  a ll th ese P o rt 
I l i l ls  and o f the “ flittin g  generation s o f m a n k in d ”  
it  has so lo n g  o u tliv ed . I t  is a d ig n ified  su r v iv o r  o f 
the w oodlands o f the Iiap a k i-a -T e  R an gi-w h akap u ta . 
O nce upon a tim e th e in d ig en o u s tim b ers  th ic k ly  
co vered  a ll these n o w -g ra ssy  slop es s la n tin g  q u ic k ly  
fro m  th e  r h y o lite  h illto p  c ra g s  to  th e  q u ie t w a te r s  
o f th e "W haka-R aupo. T h ere  w ere  b ig  tre e s—  
totara, rim u, kahikatea  and  m ataii— b u t a ll h ave 
gone lo n g  ago. R em ain s th e re  b u t a rem n a n t from  
the ge n e ra l s la u g h te r  w ith  fire an d  a x e  an d  cro sscu t 
saw — a copse on y o n d e r ro ck y  p o in t on the 
L y t te lto n  side o f  the h am let, w h e re  th e  p o e tic a lly  
nam ed akc-rautangi, the akc o f  the “ c ry in g  le a v e s ”  
and  a fe w  other shrubs hold  th e ir  litt le  sto n y  f o r t ; 
a n d  in  T a a re  T ik a o ’s g a rd en  th e  kaum atua  h as 
som e tre a su re d  p la n ts, such as th e handsom e 
rau-taw hiri sh rub, an d  th e  flo w e r in g  hakeke, a 
v a r ie ty  o f  ake, th e  le a v e s  o f  w h ich  w h en  cru sh ed  in  
the hand have a  lem on-like p e rfu m e ; the N atives used
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to boil them  fo r  the hin u  kakitra, the fr a g ra n t oil 
expressed. B u t  the old ribbonwood, or lacebark, or 
thousan d-jacket, as the bushm an vario u sly  calls it, is 
the tree th a t takes the eye. The M aoris o f  the north 
call it  w hauw hi and houhere, here it  is houhi or ho id. 
I t  takes its  pakeha  name from  the p ecu liar charac-

In a Rapaki garden. E . Cowan, photo

teristics o f  the inn er bark, w hich is tough and stron g 
of fibre and b e a u tifu lly  n etted  and p erfo ra ted . T he 
ea r ly  colonists have been know n to use it  fo r  the 
trim m in g  o f lad ies’ h ats and bonnets. I  have seen a 
w ar-dan ce p a r ty  o f T au p o N atives, m ore than  a 
h u n d red  strong, k ilted  w ith  short rapakis  m ade o f th is 
lacebark, d e ft ly  tw isted  and  w oven b y  th e ir  w om enfolk 
fo r  the cerem onial lea p in g  parade.
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T h a t is the tree th a t extends its  M aori mana tapu  
and  its  tw istin g  flo w ery  branches o ver the v illa g e  
church, w ith  a litt le  sp ire  lik e  an old-tim e can dle 
extin gu ish er, an d  it  w as u n d e r its shade th a t T ik ao  
to ld  som ething o f the p a st o f  these parts. The church 
itse lf, as he rem em bered, w as b u ilt  in  1 8 6 9  b y  th e 
W e sle ya n  N atives, b u t th e A n g lic a n s  used  i t  also, fo r  
in  those d a ys th ere w as no puhaehae, no v io len t je a l­
ousy o f sects. A n d  in  its  v e r y  shadow, w hen the sun  
w esters, is a tan gled  gra ssy  spot sacred  to th e m em ory 
o f a heathen c h ie f w ho w ou ld  have none o f  the w h ite  
m a n ’s  ch u rch  or th e  w h ite  m a n ’s beliefs. M ah u raki 
w as his nam e, a sh a g g y  tattooed p a g an  o f  the firs t h a lf  
o f  the last c en tu ry . H e w as exceed in gly  tapu, steeped 
in  w iz a r d iy  and  m ysticism . O fte n  the m issionaries 
besought him  to become a C h ristian , b u t the grim  
old w a rlo ck  scoffed a t the R ongo P a i. “ I I u ! ’ ’ 
lie gru n ted , ‘ ‘ w h a t is  y o u r  K a r a it i  ? W h o  w as he 1 M y  
god is K a h u k u ra , the god whose sign  is the rain bow . 
A s  fo r  you rs, y o u r  K a r a it i— he is a  poriro, a  m is­
b egotten  ! ’ ’ A n d  a t la s t  th e so rely  p a in ed  m ission ary  
abandoned in  d esp air the hopeless task  o f  p lu c k in g  th e 
an cien t m an  fro m  th e  b u rn in g . M a h u ra k i d ied  
s ix ty  y e a rs  ago an d  w as b u ried  in  a hole d u g  in  th e  
floor o f  h is th atch ed  hut, w h ich  w as le f t  to  decay. A s  
he lived , he died, a s tu rd y  u n regen erate  p a g an , and 
the fa ith  o f Ih u  K a r a it i  p re v a ile d ; the b ell o f  th e  
R ongo P a i calls  the Icainga to  p ra y e rs  w ith in  a few  
paces o f  M a h u r a k i’s gra ve, an d  th e toh u n g a ’s  
m um blin gs are  a fo rg o tten  creed. T h e tohunga  
h im self is b y  no m eans fo rgo tten , fo r  one o f  the names, 
o f yo n d er lo f ty  arrow h ead  o f a  c ra g  th a t  overlords 
R a p a k i is “ M a h u ra k i’s H e a d .”  T h e o rig in al nam e, 
as w e have seen, is T e  P oho-o-Tam atea, w hich m eans 
“ T a m a te a ’s B r e a s t ,”  so nam ed b y  th is  b arefoo ted  
pioneer o f M aori lan d  su rveyo rs b y  w a y  o f c la im in g



the lan d  fo r  his tribespeople. In  about 1 8 4 9 -5 0 , when 
th e  com m an d er o f a B ritish  su r v e y in g  sh ip  m ade 
th e firs t su rv e y  o f L y tte lto n  H a rb o u r  and 
nam ed the lan dscap e saliencies, h is M aori in terp reter 
asked the nam e o f th is sharp peak, w hereupon our 
old sa va ge  claim ed th a t it  w as nam ed a fte r  him self, 
“ T e  U poko-o-M alniraki.”  I t  w as his w a y  o f p e r­
p e tu a tin g  his nam e and fam e. B u t  long-distanca 
p ed estrian  T am atea  fa ir ly  has p rio r  claim .

So b y  the foo t o f  the greenwood tree w as begun the 
ta lk  o f olden d a ys  th a t ended, as the sun declined 
b ehind the h isto ric  cra gs o f  Tam atea, on T aare T ik n o ’s- 
hospitable veran dah , overlookin g the litt le  v illa g e  and 
the so ft b lue p lacid  w aters o f  the W lin ka-R au p o. I t  
w a s a ram b lin g  lcorcro, w an d erin g deviously  from  
pakeha  tim es into rom antic an cien try, when the w ild  
m en liv ed  in  the woods and when w a r canocs filled 
w ith  fierce tattooed caters o f  m en sw ep t up  and down 
th is  sh in in g  h a rb o u r o f ours. T h e K a u m a tm , d es­
c r ib in g  th e o ld  in d u strio u s a ge o f h is people, to ld  b y  
w a y  o f exa m p le  o f  th e tr ib a l com m unistic en ergies 
how  g re a t flax  nets fu l ly  a q u arter o f a m ile lo n g  used 
to be m ade fo r  the catch in g o f the shark  in th is sea 
arm . T hese im m ensely lon g seines w ere s ix  o r  e ig h t 
fe e t  deep, and w ere w orked b y  canoes, w hich w ould  
ta k e  one end ou t in to  m id  harbour, the other b ein g 
m ade fa st, and sweep th e g rea t kupenga  rou n d  th e  
slioals o f fish m akin g th eir w a y  u p  the h a rb o u r w ith  
the flood tide. H u ge q uan tities o f sh arks and oth er 
fish w ere cau gh t in  th is m anner a fish in g fashion  
w hich  w as o n ly  possible u n d er the o ld  tr ib a l system , 
w hen  the w hole stren gth  o f  the hapu  w as a v a ila b le  
fo r  such tasks.

L est readers should question th e dim ensions o f th a t 
q u arter  o f a m ile seine, le t  m e sa y  th a t in  q u ite  recent 
tim es, u p  to w ith in  th e la s t th irty -fiv e  y e a rs  or so, an
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old. N g a ti-P ik ia o  ch ief, the la te  P o k ih a  T a ra n u i 
(b e tte r  k n o w n  as M a jo r  F o x ) ,  h ad  a n et n e a rly  
a m ile in  len g th , w h ich  w a s  u sed  on sp ecia l 
occasions, such as the g a th e rin g  o f  food for n ativ e  
m eetin gs; the lo c a lity  w as M aketu  v illa g e , on the 
shores o f  the B a y  o f  P le n ty . B u t  those enorm ous 
kupengas  w ill n ever a ga in  be hauled  th rough  the fish- 
teem ing w aters.

F ro m  Tikao, too, w e h ear som ething o f the poetic 
leg en d  and  n atu re-m y th  th a t  steep  those sw a rt  h ills  
above R a p a k i. Y o n  savage P oh o o f rh yo lite , and  the 
p eaked  an d  p in n acled  cores o f  o ld  volcanoes th a t 
b reak  th rough  the gra ssy  h ills  fo r  m ile a fte r  m ile, a ll 
h ave th e ir  ta les o f  prc-pakeha  years, o f  w h ich  w e shall 
ch ron icle som ething again . J u s t  now  w e m a y content 
ourselves w ith  the ge n tle r  scenes in  R a p a k i va lley , 
w here the kow hai has shed its showers o f gold  and  the 
pakeha  f r u it  trees in  blossom  sw eeten the so ft a ir  
d elicio u sly. T h a t p a tch  o f p lou gh ed  lan d  b ehin d  the 
settlem en t b efore lo n g  w ill show the firs t shoots o f 
kaanga, or m aize; there is n ot m uch grow n  in this 
island excep t b y  the N atives. The w a ter-fro n t, in  spite 
o f  its sm art n ew  je t t y  fo r  the launches, is lon elier than  
in  the old d a y s ; fo r  th ere w as a  tim e, lon g a fte r  the 
w ar-canoe era, w hen  three lo n g  w haleboats w ere hauled  
u p  on the san d  w here the b oulders are p iled  aside 
y o n d e r  and  o ften  these could be seen p u llin g  dow n to 
L y tte lto n  lad en  w ith  potatoes, corn  an d  fr u it . T h a t 
b it  o f beach is  o v er-ro u g h ; b u t a litt le  w a y  to  the 
n orth, u n d er the lee o f  a w ild  b it  o f  a ro ck y  h ead lan d  
th ick  w ith  b e a u tifu l lig h t bush, is a gem  o f  a w hite 
beach, clean  and  h a rd  and  shin ing, a san d y  alcove th a t 
m ust have been m ade fo r  p icn ick in g . A n d  from  this 
h illsid e  tu rn  in  the road  w here w e get our first glim pse 
o f R ap aki, w e m ay also m ost fit ly  take our sunset 
fa rew ell o f the kainga  o f  an  a r t is t ’s dream .
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T h e sun is over the range, and T a m a te a ’s gloom y 
p eak  is outlin ed in sharp sym m etry a gain st th e 
b u rn in g  w est. In  the dee]) gu llies  between the sp ear­
head and the rid ge o f the Sacred F ire  the sm oky-blue 
m ists are a lre a d y  form ing, and w reath in g  and 
creep in g aroun d the tan gled  shrubberies (if bush that 
h ave escaped the general massacre. T he harbour lies 
a sheet o f scarcely  m oving tender turquoise, ju s t  a 
shade lig h te r  than the face o f the fam ous T ik ila p u , 
in a c cu ra te ly  called the B lu e  L ake b y  the p a k clia ; high 
beyond the sh a rk ’s-teeth o f the peaks that someone has 
nam ed tlie Seven Sleepers are draw n in soft blue upon 
th e  rose o f  th e h eaven  above, th e ir  fe e t are  b ath ed  
in  vio let, and  the p u rp le  m ists swim  w raith-like from  
th e ir  h idden  hollows. The sun goes, and the d elicacy, 
the tenderness o f colour, the fa d in g  o f landscape 
d eta ils  into  a haze like the cam p-fire smokes o f Ihe 
leg en d a ry  Patu-paiarclic, w eave a veil o f fa e r y  over 
the v a lle y  and  the darken ing sea. T he little  boys and 
g ir ls  o f  the settlem ent arc still at p la y  around the 
m eeting-hall, and every  call and every  laugh come 
c le a r ly  through the velvet soft air. D ow n in a n earer 
dw ellin g , a g ir l is rehearsing a p oi-dance song, 
an d  the l i lt  is fa m ilia r, the h alf-sad  chant th a t b eg in s.

Hoki-hoki tonu mai,
To w n irua  o to t a n . ”
(‘ ‘ Return, return again to me,
The spirit of my lo ve.” )

I t  is the song crooned b y  the wom en and 
the children  in  every  Icainga that, like slum brous little  
R a p a k i dow n y o n d er, sen t its  y o u n g  m en to  use 
rifle  and b ayon et beside th e ir  palccha brothers-in-arm s 
on the th u n d erin g b attlefields h a lf  a w orld  aw ay.



C h a p t e r  V.

T H E  ‘ ‘ A H I - A - T A M A T E A . ’ ’

HOAV T H E  S A C R E D  F I R E  C A M E  T O  W I T C H  
H I L L .

A s  w e tr a v e l n o rth w ard  along th e S u m m it T ra c k  
fro m  the P olio-o-Tam atea, ob servin g from  th is  com ­
m an d in g h eig h t— a thousand fe e t  above litt le  R a p a k i 
v illa g e , ly in g  in  its  g ra ssy  n est b e lo w — h o w  th a t 
g re a t sp ea rh ead  o f ro c k  lias in  r e a lity  an  alm ost 
lev el top, we come to  a  rem arkab le broken w a ll o f 
g r e y  la v a  m oss-crusted and  sh ru b -tu fted , p ro tru d in g  
from  the g ra ssy  flanks o f the c ra g g y  kn oll called  
W itc h  H ill. I t  is in  fa c t  a  hu ge d yke o f  once-m olten 
lava, c u ttin g  w a ll-lik e  th ro u g h  the old la v a  flow s and 
tre n d in g  so u th w a rd  a cross th e sh o u ld er o f  its  p a re n t 
h ill. F ro m  th e  v e r y  cre st o f  th e  r a n g e  it  shoots in  a 
p alisade o f frost-sh attered  rock, to w erin g  th ir ty  feet 
and  m ore in  p laces above the stone-strew n tussocks, 
a n d  it  stretches some d istan ce in  irr e g u la r  cyclop ean  
steps dow n the steep slope tow ard s R a p a k i. T h ere is 
an old stone q u a r ry  on the fa ce  o f W itc h  H ill, w here 
th is d yke ju ts  o u t lik e  a broken castle w all o f  the 
Patu-paiarehe, the D im  P eop le  o f  lo n g  ago, and  ju st 
there the old w aggon tra c k  goes dow n over the 
sm oothed-out h ills  to  the C a n terb u ry  P la in s  and the 
green  b an ks o f th e O paaw aho.

T he G ia n ts ’ C au sew ay some fa n c ifu l pakeha  has 
nam ed th is  w a ll o f  lav a . T o  the M aori i t  is the ‘ ‘ A hi-a- 
T a m a te a ”  or “ the F ir e  o f  T a m a te a ” , and  a stran ge 
n atu re  legend th ere is th e re to ; a fo lk  ta le  in  w hich 
fa b le  and geologic m yth  are c u rio u sly  blended. I t  is a 
volcano m yth  w hich  closely  resem bles, and is no doubt
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a  copy of, the N orth Isla n d  legend o f N gatoro-i-R angi 
an d  the orig in  o f the N gauruh oe volcano. T he m arch 
d o w n h ill o f th is cu rio u s u p sta n d in g  d y k e  o f lav a , 
g r e y  a g a in st th e  m ore som bre tin ts  o f  the ran ge , m ay 
be traced  in  the masses o f lava  boulders through w hich 
the R a p a k i w ater-course has cu t its w a y  in  its lustier 
da ys. A n d  i f  y o u  tu rn  y o u r  fa ce  so u th w ard  and 
look  fa r  across the u p p er p a rt o f th e h arb ou r,

W itch Hill.

n ea r th e w estern  slopes o f  M ount H erb ert, 
y o u  w ill p la in ly  see w h at seems a continuation o f the 
rem arkab le  w all o f lav a  w hich w elled  ages ago white- 
hot from  the cauldrons o f Ruaim oko. Those grey- 
w hite p arap ets o f fire-m ade rock are the A sh es o f the 
F ire s  o f  T am atea, and  th is is the w o n d erfu l tale o f 
T am atea  and his m agic fire, a tale o f old w hich b rin gs 
in, too, ou r g re a t a rro w h ea d  p eak , to w e rin g  y o n d e r  
on R a p a k i ’s w estern  side, yo n  h u ge u p ju t  lo rd in g  it 
sen try-w ise over the M aori kainga. T he peak of 
‘ 1 T a m a te a ’s B reast, ’ ’ is one o f the v e ry  few  landscape 
saliencies in  these p a rts  w hich s till  rem ain  in the hands 
o f the people o f T a kitim u  descent. A  venerable nam e 
this, fo r  i t  is q uite s ix  hun dred  y e a rs  old and is a 
conn ectin g lin k  w ith  the greatest lan d -exp lorer in  
M aori-P olyn esian  story, a p ro to typ e  o f the ad ven ­
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tu ro u s “ K a i-r u r i,”  the w liite  su rve yo r o f  pakeha  
p io n eerin g days.

T am atea  seems to have been possessed o f th e tru e 
“  w a iu le r-liu n g e r ,’ ’ fo r  w h en  he a rr iv e d  011 th e shores 
o f  tlie N orth  Islan d  in his ocean-going canoe the 
T a k itim u  (or T a k itu m u ) from  his E a ste rn  P acific  
home— T a h iti or one o f the n eigh b o u rin g  islan ds— v ia  
R aro to n ga— his restless h eart im pelled  him  to  m ore 
ad ven tu re. F ir s t  m akin g the lan d  in  the fa r  north, 
lie vo ya g ed  on dow n the E a s t  Coast, sa ilin g  and 
p a d d lin g  from  b a y  to  b ay , le a v in g  here and  th ere 
some o f his sea-w eary crew , w ho in term a rried  w ith  the 
in h ab itan ts, and  he did  n ot cease his sa ilo rly  en terp rise  
u n til he h ad  reach ed  th e fo g g y  shore o f  M u rih ik u , the 
“ T a il  o f the L a n d ”  w hich the w h ite  m an calls S o u th ­
lan d. H ere the T a k itim u  w as hauled  ashore and i f  one 
is to accep t lite r a lly  the legen d  o f the M aori, th ere she 
is to be seen now, m etam orphosed in m arvellous 
fash ion  into  m oun tain  form , the lo f ty  b lue ran ge o f 
the T a k itim u — m is-spelled “ T a k itim o s”  on the m aps 
and  lo c a lly  spoken o f as “ the T a k itim o s .”  I t  is 
cu riou s th a t th is  isolated  ran ge— fa iry -h a u n te d  in 
n ative  legen d— lif t in g  a b ru p tly  on a ll sides from  the 
tu ssocky p la in s th a t slope to L ak e  M an ap ou ri, from  
m ore th an  one p o in t bears a resem blance to the form  
o f a colossal canoe u p tu rn ed . L egen d , too, says th a t 
T am atea  settled  aw hile a t the fo o t o f  th e Canoe M oun ­
tains, and  th a t he had a cam p v illa g e  a t the low er end 
o f L ak e  T e A n a u , w here eels and b ird s w ere abun dan t.

Then, w e a ry in g  fo r  th e tr a il  and  the pikau. he set 
ou t on a m arch  w h ic h  w a s  n o th in g  less th a n  h eroic, 
fro m  S o u th la n d  to  th e  n e w ly -se ttle d  hom es o f his 
peop le  in  th e N o rth . W ith  a n um ber o f com ­
pan io n s a n d  fo o d  b e a re rs  th e  b a re fo o te d  e x p lo re r  
tr u d g e d  a cross c o u n try , th ro u g h  th e  u n p eo p led  
tussock p ra ir ie s  o f  O tago and  the p la in s n ow  known
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as C a n te rb u ry , fo r d in g  or sw im m in g th e r iv e r s  o r 
crossing them  on ru d e r a fts  (m o kih i) m ade o f 
b undles o f  flax-sta lks or o f  d ried  raupo, u n til lie 
re a ch e d  th e  h ills  th a t  w a ll in  L y tte lto n  H a rb o u r. H e 
tr a v e lle d  a lo n g  th e ran ge-to p , as w a s  th e  w a y  o f 
th e  M a o ri ex p lo re r , u n til  he n e a re d  th e  d ip  in  th e  
sh a rp  r id g e  a t  th e  b a c k  o f R a p a k i, o v e r  w h ich  th e 
M aoris an d  the p ioneer w h ite  m en m ade a  track .

N o w , T a m ate a  h a d  c a rr ie d  w ith  him , in  a sectio n  
o f a h o llo w  rata  lo g , as w a s  th e  fa sh io n  o f th e  
M a o ri, a  sm o u ld erin g  fire  fo r  h is  n ig h t ly  cam ps. N o 
com m on fire th is ; i t  w a s an ahi-tipua, a  “ m agic 
b la z e ,”  a sa cred  fire d ire c t ly  k in d le d  fro m  th a t 
trebly-<optt fire w h ic h  U en u k u , th e  g r e a t h ig h  p r ie s t 
o f  fa r  H a w a ik i, h a d  sen t w ith  h is canoe v o ya g e rs . 
T h e  T a k itim u , b e in g  a tapu  canoe, c a rrie d  no cooked  
fo o d , and th e o n ly  p la n ts  th e peop le  b ro u g h t in 
h e r  w ere  orn a m en ta l ones, fo r  scen t an d  b e a u ty  and 
sw ee t flow ers. S h e  w a s  a g r e a t  d ou b le canoe, and 
co u ld  c a r r y  tw o  h u n d red  people. H e r  con sort w a s 
th e can oe A ra i-te -u ru , w h ic h  c a rr ie d  “ T e  A h i-a- 
U en u k u — “ U e n u k u ’s F i r e ” — an d  a ll k in d s  o f fo o d  
p lan ts, even, says T ikao, a  g ra in  w h ich  is  said  to  have 
resem b led  th e  p aheha ’s w h ea t. C o m in g  ro u n d  T e 
M atau -a-M au i, H a w k e ’s B a y , th e  A ra i-te -U ru  n e a rly  
ca p size d ; she w e n t o v er on h er side, an d  con tin u ed  
in  th a t a ttitu d e  u n til she fin a lly  overtu rn ed  at 
M a ta k a e a  P o in t, n e a r  O am aru , w h e re  she s till  lies—  
tu rn e d  to  sto n e ! T h e  sa cred  fire w a s sa v e d  an d  it  
w a s  ta k e n  b y  th e c h ie fs  up  th e W a ita k i R iv e r  and  
p la ce d  th ere in  th e g r o u n d ; an d  th e re  u n til abou t 
fo rty -fiv e  y e a r s  a g o  it  w a s  s till  a c tu a lly  b u rn in g , 
issu in g  fro m  th e  ea rth  in  a lit t le  u n d y in g  flam e, 
an d  i t  w a s  c a lle d  “ To A h i a U e n u k u .”  ( A  seam  o f 
lig n ite  is sa id  to h a v e  been fo u n d  b u rn in g  in  th e 
lo c a lity  b y  th e  e a r ly  se ttle rs  and  ex p lo re rs , an d  th is
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th e M a o ris  id en tified  w ith  the I la w a ik ia n  s o r c e re r ’s 
m a g ic  b laze.)

B u t it  seem s th a t T a m a te a ’s fire so c a r e fu lly  
te n d ed  b y  th e gods w en t ou t as he tra v e lle d  s lo w ly  
up  the h ills  from  O tago, and none had been k indled  
again  when he reached the P o rt H ills. A n d  as he and 
h is com panions cam e out o f the bush and passed out 
on to  the sum m it o f the m ountain above R a p a k i, a 
grea t storm  o f w in d  and  rain , follow ed by hail and 
snow, b u rst upon  them  from  the south and th ey  w ere 
lik e  to  perish  from  the cold. I t  w as freezin g  cold, 
and  T ain atea  w as w ith o u t fire or the m eans o f m akin g 
one, fo r  no fire-m aking tim bers grew  in  th a t spot. 
In  his ex trem ity  he stood upon the ta ll crag-top 
yon der— the one th a t now  is called  “ The B i’east o f 
T a m a te a ” — and called  aloud and karakia’ il and m ade 
in can tation s fo r  sacred  fire to be sen t from  the N ortli 
Islan d , the la n d  o f active volcanoes, to save the lives 
o f h im self and  his com panions. H e called  to his elder 
relative, N gatoro-i-R angi, and to the gu ard ian s o f  the 
A h i-T ip u a , the vo lcanic fires.

A n d  the c h ie f ’s fe rv e n t p ra y e r  w as answ ered in  a 
m om ent. T h e  fire, sen t b y  the gods in  the h eart o f 
the N orth  Islan d , b u rst fo rth  from  T o n ga riro  and 
sp eed in g down the r i f t  o f  the W an g an u i R iv e r  v a lle y  
i t  touched a spot n ear N elson, and  again  it  touched 
M otu-nau— the sm all islan d  close to the C a n terb u ry  
Coast— and then i t  appeared  again  in  a m agic b laze 
on the side o f W itch  H ill, and  the M aori exp lo rers 
w arm ed th e ir  frozen  lim bs and w ere saved. T he fire 
d id  n ot stop here in  its w o n d erfu l flight, fo r  it  w en t 
on across the harbour, and the w hite chute o f  rock, 
like  a h uge sheep-dip trough, sh in in g yo n d er above the 
b ay  o f W a ia k i is the last o f the sacred flam es o f 
T am atea.



5 8 TA LES OF T IIE  PORT H IL L S

A n d  w hen the c h ie f le ft  the spot n ext d a y  to  con­
tin u e  his jo u rn e y  he said, “ L e t  th is  p lace be called  
T h e  P la ce  w here T a m a te a ’s F ire -A sh es L ie ” ; an d  so 
to-d ay the ro ck y  w a ll w h ich  the w h ite  m an has nam ed 
the G ia n t ’s C au sew ay is to the M aori “ T e W liaka- 
ta k an ga-o -te-K areh u -a-T ain atea .”  A n d  the vo lcan ic  
fire  itse lf  is “ T e  A h i-a -T a m a tea .”

S u ch  is the s to ry  o f T a m a te a ’s F ir e  as to ld  b y  H one 
T a a re  T ikao, in  re c it in g  the legends lea rn ed  fro m  the 
long-dead elders o f h is tribe. A  legen d  em balm in g a 
d is tin c t p ercep tion  o f the geological h isto ry  o f  these 
h ills. T h e Kaum at.ua  t r u ly  says th a t the m agical w a lls  
o f  T a m a te a ’s F ir e  A sh es are o f  la te r  o r ig in  th an  the 
vo lcanic cra gs an d  h ills  w h ich  lie  abou t them , and 
across w h ich  th e y  cut. T h e W a n g a n u i R iv e r, down 
w hich  the sacred  fire cam e from  the cra ter  o f 
N gau ru lioe , w as then  d r y ; i t  w as a r i f t  opened fo r  it  
b y  th e V o lca n o  Gods. T ik ao  speaks o f a tim e w hen 
the low er p a r t  o f  L y tte lto n  H a rb o u r w a s  n o t in  
eru p tio n , b u t w hen the u p p er p a rt w a s; from  the 
southern  side o f Q u ail Is la n d  to the head o f the b ay  
w as a fu r n a c e ; there w a s no w a te r  in  i t  a t  th a t 
im m easu rab ly  d ista n t d a y . T h ere  are la v a  rocks, he 
says, lik e  those o f the A h i-a -T am a tea  on the shore o f 
Q u a il I s la n d ; and  then there are the a lw a y s w o n d erfu l 
c liff o f  P ari-m a ta a  and  the w a ll o f  O ta ra h a k a  on the 
Mount, H e rb ert side o f  the u p p er  harbour.

O f th e la v a  d y k e s  P ro fe sso r  R . S p e ig h t w r ite s  in  
h is acco u n t o f  th e g e o lo g y  o f th e P o rt H ills  th a t th e y  
rad ia te  fro m  the h arb ou r as a centre and form , as it 
w ere, the rib s o f the m ountain, h o ld in g i t  firm ly  
togeth er and h elp in g  it to resist the enorm ous stra in s 
to w hich it w as exposed b efore and  d u rin g  eruptions. 
“ J u d g in g  from  the persisten t n atu re  o f these d y k e s ,”  
he adds, “ it  is clear th a t the m oun tain  m ust have 
been sp lit a t  tim es from  top to  bottom , and the liq u id
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m a teria l w hich  w elled  from  the fissures m ust have 
looked a t n ig h t lik e  a red-hot strea k  across the 
co u n try . ’ ’

A n d  so, b y  w a y  o f the lon g M aori sto ry , the one 
so lita ry  exam ple o f vo lcan o -legen d ry  the w r ite r  has 
h eard  fro m  the S ou th  Islan d , w e come to  the R a p a k i 
p e a k ’s g u a rd ia n  nam e, T e  P oho-o-Tam atea. T he 
ex p lo rer  bestow ed his nam e upon  th e  height, tapa-ing  
i t  a fte r  h im self and  his sacred  breast, m uch as a 
p resen t-d a y  tra v e lle r  ju s t ly  m igh t claim  the r ig h t  to 
m ap-nam e some peak a fte r  h im self. T a m a te a ’s travels  
led  him  f a r  a fte r  he tu rn e d  h is  b ack  on th e P o rt 
H ills . H e m arched  u p  on the coast to K a ik o u ra , and 
there 01* fu r th e r  n orth  he b u ilt  a  canoe, or, w h a t is 
m ore probable, borrow ed o r fo r c ib ly  a p p ro p ria ted  one 
b elon gin g to  th e tangata tohenua  w ho m ust a lrea d y  
have been liv in g  in  th e M arlb orou gh  co u n try , and 
crossed to the N orth  Isla n d . H e canoed u p  the "Wan­
g a n u i R iv e r— th ere is  a cu rio u s rock, the end o f w hich  
th e n atives used  to  p a in t  red  w ith  kolcowai ochre, p r o ­
je c t in g  fro m  the eastern  b an k  m a n y  m iles above P ip i-  
r ik i, s till  know n as T a m a te a ’s R ock— and crossed the 
cen tra l p la tea u  to L ak e  T au p o, a n d  thence w en t on to 
the E a s t  Coast. T h ere  are  in n u m erab le  stories illu s­
tr a t in g  h is  gen iu s fo r  exp lo ration , and  fro m  end to 
en d o f N ew  Z ealan d  p la ce  n om en clature m em orises his 
trav els  and  ju stifies  the nam e b y  w h ich  he is  know n in 
h isto ry , T am atea-pokai-w hen ua, or “  Tam atea-w ho- 
travels-through-the-lan d. ’ ’ H e w as a tru e  ty p e  o f  the 
p ioneer an d  the path-fin der, the F re m o n t o f  A o tea-roa 
and  the W ai-p oun am u, the m an  w h o h eard  the “ one 
ev erla stin g  W h is p e r ” —

Something hidden. Go and find it. Go and look behind 
the Ranges—

Something lost behind the Ranges. Lost and waiting 
fo r you. Go!



C h a p t e r  VI.

H I L L S  O P  F A E R Y .

T H E  L I T T L E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E  M IS T .

O u r ta lk  tu rn ed  one d a y  to the poetic legen d ary  past 
o f  th e P o rt H ills  above us and the B an ks P enin sula  
peaks yon der, hem m ing in  L ytte lto n  H arb o u r in an 
a n n u la r  lin e o f  dead Are crags. T h ey  w ere the lu lls 
o f  an  a r t is t ’s  dream  th is golden afternoon, all their 
a sp e rities  o f cra g  and  bare b lu ff softened and gilded 
b y  the m ellow  lig h t o f  a calm , b righ t, w indless day. 
T h ere w as ju s t  the fa in te st o f  h a zy  film s d ra w in g  over 
the n ea rer  h ills  from  the w aters. T h e sea below us at 
R a p a k i la y  in  u n b rea th in g  quiet, as soft, as b rig h t and 
b lue as K ip l in g ’s In d ian  Ocean. T he rich  p u rp le  o f 
d istan ce p a in ted  the most rem ote o f the P en in sula  
peaks, and  here and there a w isp y  tail o f m ist floated 
abou t the head o f a g u lly  th a t c le ft  the crum pled h ills  
sw ellin g  up  into  the ro ck y  sum m its o f  the P oliue and 
the A h u -p a tik i. J u s t  w here the lan d  w en t steeply  tip 
from  the head o f the b a y  to the shoulders o f T e 
A h u -P a tik i, otherw ise M ount H erbert, w e could see 
the cu riou s lig h t g re y  rock w a ll o f the T arah aka. 
above the P ari-m ataa, “ O bsidian C lif f ,”  like a great 
chute dow n the m oun tain  side, gleam in g in  the sun, 
the tip ua  rock o f the fire gods. N earer, in  the m iddle 
o f the p ictu re, w ere the b lack vo lcan ic cliffs, and 
the green  slopes and pine-groves o f the L e p e rs ’ Isle, 
the islan d  w hich the M aoris o f  old called  0  tarn alm a, 
m apped  b y  the pakeha  as Q uail I s la n d ; i t  w as on<3 
tra g ic  spot in  the p icture, a p lace o f liv in g  death.

T h e K aum atua  sp oke o f the h ill-to p  hom es o f th e  
P atu-paiarche, th e fa ir ie s , w hose c r a g g y  c a stle s
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defended  b y the th ick  d a rk  woods and  the fo g s  and 
m ists, r in ged  a ll th is h arb ou r round an d  m ade the 
high p laces o f  the P en in su la  an u n ca n n y  lan d , given  
up to all m anner o f enchantm ents. N ot th a t he 
reposed im p lic it fa ith  in the fa ir y  stories h im self, he 
told  them  as he had heard them  from  his elders in 
the d a ys o f  lo n g  ago. “ W e  are h a lf  pakeha  o u r­
selves now, we N g a i-T a h u ,”  he said, “ and our yo u n g 
people deride these notions about the 1 ’atu-paiarehe. 
Y e t— these h ills  w ere d ifferen t in m y y o u n g  days, 
w hen the m ists cam e dow n and  the fo g  enveloped the 
little  stream s tu m b lin g  dow n a ll the v a lle y s  from  
the gloom y places. W e w en t b ird in g  into the forest, 
and  we m ade c le arin g s  fo r  cu ltiva tio n s an d  c u t fire­
wood in  the bush fo r  sale to  th e  pakeha. Som etim es, 
w hen the m ists cam e dow n and the fo g  enveloped the 
hills, 011 still, calm  d a ys our old men an d  wom en w ould  
sa y  th e fa ir ie s  w ere out, the sun -shunn ing P atu-  
paiarche, and  i t  w ere w ell n ot to  ven tu re  u p  the 
ran ge. On b roodin g q u iet d a ys ou r people could  hear 
the th in  voices o f the little  fo lk — th e y  w ere sm all, fa ir  
people, as a ll the elders said— c ry in g  out to each other 
an d  sin g in g  fa ir y  songs and  p la y in g  little  songs on 
th e ir  wooden or bone flutes, th e ir  koauau  and  putorino. 
T h is  Poho-o-Tam atea, th e h igh  p eak  b ehind the kainga 
o f R a p a k i, w a s one o f th e ir  homes, th e ir  pas, b u t 
th ere w ere others, the h igh  p laces o f  the fa iries , all 
a roun d these h ills, from  m y p eak  above there r ig h t 
a w a y  a lo n g the peak-tops touched b y  the Sum m it 
R oad, r ig h t round to C o o p er ’s K n obs and then on to 
the P en in su la , even to O toki, the h au n ted  m ountain 
w h ich  the pakeha  calls  B razenose, on the southern  side 
o f A k a ro a  to w n .”

T he K a um a tua  sw ept his fin ger across the southern 
sky-lin e, the w ild  and broken peaks o f B an ks 
P en in su la, r is in g  u p  in p o w erfu l slants from  the so ft
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blue o f th e h arb ou r, creased w ith  the g u llies  o f w a te r­
courses. ‘ ‘  O v er yon der, ’ ’ he said, ‘ ‘ are  the c h ie f pas 
o f  the P atu-paiarche, w h ich  I  sh all l is t  fo r  y o u : T here 
is the rock  o f T e  P ohue, w h ich  pakelias call th e M on u­
m ent betw een P u ra u  and  P o rt  L e v y ; th ere is  H u k u ik a  
P eak, on the h ill  road  betw een P ig eo n  B a y  an d  L it t le  
R iv e r ;  there is  th e m oun tain -top o f  T e  TJ-Kura, 
w h ich  com m ands a ll the h ill-co u n try  o f th e 
P en in su la — it  is ju s t  a t  the b ack  o f the 
sto p p in g-p lace called  H illto p  on th e road  from  
L it t le  R iv e r  to  A k a ro a  tow n . A lso  th ere are the 
h igh  ro ck y  peaks w hich overlook A k a ro a  H a rb o u r—  
P u -W aita h a , or F re n c h  H ill, betw een W a in u i settle­
m ent and B u c h a n a n 's ;  O tehore, a  ro ck y  flat-topped 
h e ig h t above F re n c h  F a rm , on the u p p e r  p a r t  o f th e 
h a rb o u r; th e sum m it h eights above A k a ro a  tow n, 
P u r p le  P eak, M o u n t B e ra rd  and  B razen ose— these w e 
call O -te-P atatu , T ara-te-rehu, and  O to k i; an d  la s t ly  
T u h ira k i, tlio sk y -p en cillin g  peak, w h ich  th e F re n c h  
nam ed M ount B ossu, on the w estern  sid e o f the h a r­
bour. A l l  these w ere the m oun tain  pas o f  the fa iries.

“ N ow , am ongst th e fa ir y  p a s,”  the w ord-of- 
m outh h isto rian  w e n t on, “ th ere  are tw o  p la ce s  o f 
p a r tic u la r  enchantm ent. O ne is th a t  lo f ty  p a lisad e 
o f a  p eak  w h ich  y o u  ca ll B razen ose, and  the level- 
top p ed  h ill  above F re n c h  F a rm . O to ki— th e P la c e  o f 
the A x e — is th e nam e fo r  B razenose, b u t there is an 
a n c ie n t b u ry in g -g ro u n d  there, u pon  the m isty  
m oun tain  im m ed iately  above the lit t le  M aori 
v illa g e  o f  O n u ku , on th e  b ea ch  side, w h ic h  is 
called  O te h o re ; th e  W ahi-tapu, o r cem etery, 
m akes i t  d o u b ly  sacred. T h is p la ce  an d  the 
h eig h t above F re n c h  F a r m  w ere  both called  
O tehore, an d  the people o f  the m ists lo ved  them  w ell. 
O n the sm all p iece o f  lev el gro u n d  on th a t O tehore 
w h ich  stan ds above F re n c h  F a r m  th e fa ir y  hapu  o f
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those p a rts  had th e ir  pa, and there th ey  w ould gather 
a t n ig h t fo r  th e ir  fa ir y  m eetings, an d  gath er b y  d ay 
also in  the fo g g y  w eather w hen no M aori eye could 
see th e m ; and  then  w ould  be heard  th eir sw eet f a i iy  
songs, th e ir  waiatas, and the tunes th ey p layed  upon 
th e ir  flutes, soun ding fa in tly  from  the cloudy m oun­
ta in . ’ ’

In deed, on d im  and  fo g g y  days, and when the w et 
va p o u rs becloud the long-dead volcano land, i t  is not 
d ifficu lt to en ter into the sp ir it o f the M aori fan cy , 
an d  in  im agin ation  people a ll these c ra g g y  pin nacles 
w ith  the Patu-paiarche, and the wooded gulches w ith  
M aeroero, the w ild  men o f the bush. W hen  the m ists 
steal dow n 011 the l'hyolitc  knobs o f the fire-fused P o rt 
H ills  and the P en in su la, e ra g g y  beyond description, 
peaked in  a hun dred  fa n ta stic  shapes, w ith  g rea t black 
and  g r e y  n ip ples o f la v a  p ro tru d in g  from  the grassy 
slopes and  the w oody ridges, the lan d  has an eerie 
look, fit  p la y g ro u n d  fo r  the F o r g e tfu l People, as the 
o ld  Ir ish  w ould  have called  them. In  the ea rly  m orning 
too, w hen the fo g s are li f t in g  from  the bays, and here 
and  there a b la ck  broken thum b o f a peak ju ts  out 
above the tra ilin g  vapours, or the m ist-w reaths drape 
in  to rn  ve ilin g s  the huge ram p art-like scarps, and 
w hen the firs t rosy  sunbeam s g lo r ify  the half-revealed  
m ountains, the poetic m ind can w ell conceive o f  th is 
regio n  as one o f  fa ir y  w iza rd ry  and a ll m anner o f 
dusk-tim e m agic. One d a y  when i t  rain ed  and blew, 
w e w ere m otorin g over the hills from  the P la in s  to
A k a ro a , scarcely  able to sec tw e n ty  ya rd s  in
fr o n t o f  the car w hen we ran  cau tio u sly  round to
H illto p . S u d d en ly  the dense masses o f fo g  w ere ren t
aside b y  the w ind, and r ig h t above us, w ith  a fo r e ­
grou n d  o f blackened tree-stum ps, irem nant o f  the 
ru in ed  forest, we cau gh t a glim pse o f the b lack, ja g g e d  
to r w hich the M aori called  T c  P u h a, th ru st u p  like a.
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g re a t sp earhead  b y  R uaim oko, the F ire -G o d ; in the 
ligh t o f the K a u m a tu a ’s stories it w as easy to im agine 
it a  sen try-tow er o f the fa iries, or o f such a place o f 
w i t c h e r y  as the B en  B u lb en  o f w hich we read in 
W . B . Y e a t s ’s “ C eltic  T w ilig h t .”

T h ere is another ru gged , d a rk  vo lcan ic  crag, wooded 
about its base, cro w n in g  one o f  these P en in su la  ridges, 
o f  w hich  the O ld  M an  o f R a p a k i lias a poetic story. 
T h is  is  the p in n a cle  above and  to  th e n orth  o f the 
H illto p  H otel, on th e d iv id e  w here the tra v e lle r  gets 
his firs t sig h t o f  A k a ro a  ly in g  m ore th an  a  thousand 
fe e t below . T h e K aum atua  gave i t  as one o f h is fa ir y  
peaks, its  N a tiv e  nam e is T e U -K u ra , and  as fa r  as I 
h ave been able to ascertain , i t  b ears no official pakeha  
nam e. T e  U -K u ra , lie says, is an exceed in gly  ancien t 
d e s ig n a tio n ; it  w as a  nam e given  b y  the fa iries . I t  
m eans “ The R e stin g  P la ce  o f the R u d d y  L ig h t .”  In  
his y o u n g er  days, w hen he liv ed  a t T ik ao  B a y , 011 the 
shores o f A k a ro a  harb our, he fre q u e n tly  observed fo r  
h im self the p e cu lia r  fitness o f the H illto p  nam e. O ften  
a t sun set a cloud-cap w ou ld  rest l ig h t ly  on the d a rk  
sk u ll o f  the fa ir y  crag, an d  to th is cloud the d eclin in g 
sun. w o u ld  im p a rt a  b r ig h t re d  glow , th e kura  o f the 
M aori. T h is  w as a sign  to  the w eather-w ise th a t a 
n o r ’-w ester w as b lo w in g  on the C a n te rb u ry  P la in s—  
a tohu, or token, th a t w as seldom  a stray . “ U ”  m eans 
to  rest, as a canoe u pon  the beach. T h is su re ly  is a 
nam e th a t the pakeha  should im p rin t upon  his P e n in ­
su la  m aps. I t  lends itse lf  to m ore than  one euphon­
ious v a r ia n t  in  th e pakeha-to n g u e, as “ R ed  C lo u d ’s 
R e s t,”  or “ P la ce  o f the S u n se t’s G lo w .”

B eh in d  the tow n  o f A k a ro a , the gra ssy  h ills, lig h tly  
w ooded here and  there like  a b ea u tifu l w ild  park, 
cu lm in ate  in  a c ra g g y  skylin e, m ore th an  a  thousand 
fee t above the fields and  orch ard s on the tow n  o u t­
sk irts . B a r k  tors o f rh yo lite , grassed to the base o f
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th e ir  n ip p led  upsw ells, dream y on su n n y  d a ys in  th e ir  
delicate wash o f h a zy  blue. H ere n ea r the S to n y  B a y  
road  saddle, is tlie legen d-haun ted  O -te-P atatu , the 
old-tim e rid g e  o f the fa ir ie s  and  the titi. The t it i  or 
m u tto n b ird  has lon g since d isap p eared  from  the 
P o rt  and  P en in su la  hills, b u t in  the M aori d ays it 
w as p le n tifu l 011 m an y such high places. I t  loved to 
b u ild  on lo fty  hills, w here the soil w as so ft enough to 
enable it to m ake its b u rrow s. T h ere w as a c liff at 
O-te-Pa'tatu, sa y s  the Kaum atua, w here the t it i  lived  
and b red  in  g re a t n um bers in  the lo n g  ago. T he 
M aori tr ib es w ho liv e d  on th e  beaches and  on the 
tren ched and  p arap eted  prom ontories m ade exp ed i­
tions to the h illtop  in  the season w hen the y o u n g  birds 
w ere fa t, and cau gh t, cooked an d  p reserved  them  in 
kelp  baskets and  pottles, ju s t  as the F o v e a u x  S tra it  
an d  S te w a rt Isla n d  M aoris do a t the present tim e. B u t 
the P atu-paiarche  w ho liv ed  on the cra gs o f O-te- 
P a ta tu  and T ara-te-reliu  also h u n ted  these titi, and 
sla u gh tered  them  in  such num bers, in  a m ost u n fa ir y ­
like m anner, th a t p rese n tly  these fish y petrels becam e 
ex tin ct in  th a t lo c a lity . A  wom an o f the N gai-T ah u , 
or N gati-M am oe, a t A k a ro a , w h o w a s sa id  to be in  
love w ith  a  fa ir y , b u t w ho no doubt also loved  the 
p a latab le  m utton b ird , chan ted  th is little  waiata, a 
song o f fa ir y  tim es w hich is still to be h ea rd  at 
R a p a k i and oth er N ativ e  v illa g e s :—

Titi whakatai aro rua 
E lioki ra koe 
ICi O-te-Patatu,
Ivi te pa whakatnngi 
K i tc koauau,
Ivi tauwene ai 
E raro i au-o!

(Translation)
O titi, bird of the sea,
Bird of the hilltop cave,
• Como back to O-te-Patatu,
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To the lo fty  dwelling
Where the sweet sounds are heard,
The sound of the faery flute,
The music of the mountains
That thrilled me through and through!

The so ft a n d  p la in tiv e  flute song o f the fair-skinn ed 
fo lk  w ho lived  on these m isty  m ountains seems to have 
appealed  to the N ative  heart, fo r  it  is described as 
sw eeter b y  fa r  than  the w hakalnngitangi, the “ m aking 
sound upon so u n d ,”  o f the o rd in ary  M aori flute- 
p layers. D istance, a ided b y  im agination, no doubt, lent 
it  additional enchantm ent. A n d  the Palu-paiarchc  
m en a p p e ar o ften  to have m ade them selves agreeable 
to the ivahinc M aori, fo r  stories are to ld  o f w om en 
b ein g  taken  as w ives b y  the fa ir y  chiefs, and o f girls 
from  the M aori v illa g es  w an d erin g a w a y  into the 
w oods to meet th e ir  fa ir y  lovers. The offspring o f 
such unions w ere a lw a ys know n b y  their extrem ely 
fa ir  skins, u n n a tu ra lly  pale, and their light flaxen 
h a ir ;  th ey  w ere horako or albinos.

A n d  there was another people o f  the wilds. Som e­
tim es 011 d a rk  n ights the M aori v illagers would see 
the lig h t o f  torches m oving about in b ays across 
L y tte lto n  H arb ou r, then the B a y  o f R aupo, where they 
knew  there w a s no settlem ent o f their tribe, and they 
w oidd  sa y  to each other, “ S e e ! The M acrocro are out. 
sp earin g p a tik i.”  The Macroero w ere the w ild  men 
o f  th e woods, fierce h a iry  gian ts w ho sometimes c a p ­
tured  M aori wom en and carried  them  off to be their 
w ives*in the bush o f the P o rt H ills. The Macrocro are 
described as h a v in g  v e ry  lon g and sharp finger-nails, 
so lo n g  th a t th e y  were g rea t claws, and it w as w ith  
these lon g talons that th ey speared the flatfish and 
cau g h t the b ird s in the forests.

T o  the m atter-of-fact palccha and the m odernised 
M aori there is a v e ry  sim ple explanation  o f these fa ir y  
tales. T h e Patu-paiarche  and the M acro w ere sim p ly



tlie rem nan ts o f  aborigin al tribes, such as the N gati- 
M am oe or the W a ita h a  or th e ir  predecessors, d riven  
a w a y  in to  th e  h e a rt o f th e  m ou n tain s and  th e  fo rests,
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T he Summit Road pathw ay, through the D evil’s Staircase, or T he Rem arkable 
D ykes (on the w ay to  Kaituna)

w here th e y  lived  a w ild , secluded life , e x istin g  on the 
foods o f the w ildern ess. The old E n g lish  and 
S co ttish  b e lie f  in fa ir y  p eop le  arose in  m uch th e sam e
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w ay, the v e ry  w ord “ p ix y ”  comes from  tlic nam e of 
the P iets, w ho wore d riv en  into the h ills  and caves. 
N evertheless, fo r  those who like to preserve their 
P e te r  P a n  fan cies and  illusions this theory m ay cheer­
fu l ly  be d isregarded, and we m ay still, on d ays o f 
m ist and  c lo u d y  calm , im agine the little  tribes o f the 
rocks flittin g  ou t from  th eir eaves and hollow trees 
and  ra is in g  as o f  old th e ir  th in  voices in their waiatas 
and p ip in g  th e ir  fa ir y  sw eet koauau  m usic 011 the 
level h illtop  o f O tehore or the d a rk  rock o f T a m a te a ’s 
B reast.

M O U N T  P L E A S A N T  A N D  I T S  “ T A P U .”

N ow  the O ld  M a n ’s m em ories take him  b ack  sea­
w a rd s across the P o rt I l i l ls  to the fa m ilia r  knolls o f 
T au h in u -K orokio . T h is is the N ative name o f M ount 
P le a sa n t, th e g r e a t g ra ssy  u p sw ell o f lan d  lif t in g  
sixteen  hu n d red  fe e t above sea-level and looking down 
seren ely  on th e v a s t  c u rv in g  sand-line o f P ega su s 
B a y . T h e M aori nam e is a com bination o f the nam es 
o f tw o  N a t iv e  sh ru bs w h ich  w ere v e r y  p le n tifu l on 
th at p o rtio n  o f the h ills  in form er tim es and  sp eci­
m ens o f w h ich  m a y  still be seen there. Ta uliin u  is a 
heath-like p la n t fou n d  all over N ew  Z e a la n d ; it  is the 
Potnaderis p liy lic a e fo lia  o f the botanists. I t  grow s two 
or th ree fe e t  h igh , or som etim es higher, and  it, is so 
p le n tifu l and  so prone to spread th a t it  has been 
p laced  on the A g ric u ltu ra l D ep artm en t’s in dex expur- 
gatorious as a  noxious weed, in sp ite o f all the sw eet 
h ea th e ry  p e rfu m e o f its blossoms w hich the bees love. 
T h e korokio  is a sm all b u sh y black-branched grow th  
w h ich  the tauhinu, as the M aoris say, often  em braces 
an d  sm others, as the rata  even tu ally  sm others the 
tree w h ich  it  clasps. T auhinu-korokio w as an ancien t 
pa  o f  N gati-M am oe w hich stood on the site o f M a jo r 
H o rn b ro o k ’s old hom estead and the present house o f
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stay for visitors, just below a remnant of the ancient 
bush on the northern and sunny slope of the green 
mountain. There was a good spring of water close 
by, and this important fact no doubt determined the 
situation of the Ngati-Mamoe hillmen’s village. In 
Ngai-Tahu times, after Te Rangi-Whakaputa had 
conquered this pa in the course of his subjugation of

H inekura. J . Cowan, photo

the Whaka-Raupo aborigines, the vicinity was found 
by the Ngai-Tahu to be a very suitable spot for such 
vegetable foods as,the korau and the porn, or pohata, 
now extinct; the roots, which were sweet, were dried in 
the sun and stored in nuts, or underground pits and 
earthed-in storehouses, as potatoes and kumara are 
now. Kumara and taro, the tropic foods of the north,
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did not flourish in the hill country of the south, 
though they did well enough, with care, 011 favoured 
parts of the Canterbury Plains and the Const.

There is in Maori belief an exceedingly tapu spot 
011 Tauhinu-korokio, close to where the old Ngati- 
Mamoe pa stood. It was probably either a tuahu or a 
burying-place; the tuahu was the spot where the tribal 
gods, or, rather, their symbols in wood and stone, 
were kept, and where the wise men, the tohungas, 
resorted for incantation and occult ceremonies and the 
black art of the malcutu, by which enemies might be 
slain though they were at a great distance, by 
thought transmission and the malignant projection of 
the will. It is not well to camp there even now, 
should you have Maori blood in your veins. The 
flax-chunps and the tauhinu bushes still murmur the 
name of Ngati-Mamoe, and though pakeha sheep have 
long grazed over the site of Tauhinu-korokio and 
pakeha voices make lively the mountain side, the soil 
holds the mysterious spell of the tapu. Maoris who 
have camped on the side of the track which goes over 
the hills there have spent a night of inexplicable dis­
comfort, inexplicable, that is, but for the presence of 
the tapu and the unseen spirits of Maoridom. 
Taare Tikao himself says that many years ago, when 
he was shearing at, Major Ilornbrook's, he was 
taken suddenly and mysteriously ill, and that the 
illness was probably the effect of the local tapu. 
However, these fancies need not trouble the 
pakeha, whose constitution is not affected by even the 
most virulent of Maori bedevilments.
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